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To the Right Honourable 
or Josxpr WILLIAMSON, 
Principal Secretary of State, 


One of His Majeſties moſt Honoura- 
ble Privy Council , 
| ec. | 


Right Honourable, ; 
W Here preſent your Hanour 
vith a ſhort and plain Ac= 
count of the onely great 
Impoſtor , that ever continued {c 

long proſperous tn the World. 04 

conſoderation of whoſe Mean Ori- 

ginal, Sudden Progreſs, 
_ and Preſent Grandeur , may | 
© juſtly awaken all Chriſtian Magi= 
= rates into a: timely ſup preſcion of JÞ 
- Falſe Teachers, though never | 
: ſo deſpicable in their firſt j ao 
i Trance , leſt (like Mahumed) 
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they ſecond Herehe with Force, 
and propagate Enthuſiaſm with 
| Conquelt. 
| Tf you can have leave from 
your Great Affairs to a the 
following Papers, your Honour 
will find the Account they grue 
of Mahumed and hi DoFrine, 
#0 be free from many ridiculous 
but uſual Stories concerning them 
both ; which the preſent Ma- 
humecdans laugh at, as thema= 
litious - Inventionr. of the Enemies 
of their Prophet, And thouph | 
many odde things are here ſet 
down of thi Impoſtor, yet they are 
all own'd by by SeCtaries , and 
urged as proofs. of hy Divine 
Miſhon. | 

But 
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But that for hichs tomy ſelf I 
ſeem leaſt accountable, is the groing 


treſs which indeed you bave drawn 
upon your - ſelf, by your too great 
Candor and Generofity toward for= 
mer Inſtances of this Nature. 
Beſides, Accounts of this kent 
_On bt in my judoment to be preſent- 
to Perſons who have Abili- 
= a3 well to Corre&t what. s 
Erroneous , as to PACTONIZE 
the Truth. 

Accept thu, STR, a afin- 
cere Teſtimony and Confeſsion | of 
my Gratitude and Aﬀection, 
and you oblige me tobe for ever 


Your Honours _ 
Moſt Humble and moſt Obliged Servant, 


LANcELOT ADDISON.. 


your Honor the trouble of thu Ad= © 
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READER: 


Have taken ſome care fairly to 
report the things relating to 
Mabumed and his Docrineand 
to free boch from many fahu- 
Tous paſſages have been long currant 
- their Stoxy. That [have made the 
ame pablick, was with no other pure 
_ than to lee you know what 
manzner of perf, on Mahumed was, with 
whoſe Curſed DoCGtrine the greateſt 
part of Mark ind is at this las wy 


ſa *gregionſty befooled. 
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Ghap. 1. F the Name of Mahumed, and 
A () the pretended Prophecies des 


claring his coming. Pager. 
Chap. 2, of Mahumeds Pedegvee 3 Parents, =. 


and Tribe, &c. 
Chap. 3. Of Mahumeds Birth and" 
on, Cc. LES > + * 
Chap. 4. Of Cadigha's Dreaw, bow Mahu- 
| med became her Servant. How he was ſent . 
#rto Syria by the Caravan ; what hapned to EE 
him in his Journey. > 
Chap. 5. of Mahumeds ſecond Marriaves, 2 
filthineſs of life; Revelations pretended to 


© 


P- &. 


Juſtifie his looſeneſs. \ * "Þ--26, 
Chap. 7. of Mahumeds retirexvent; and how 
be began his Se&. *P+ ZI, 


Chap. 8. How Mahumed received from Ca- 
briel :he firſt Chapters of the Alcorn. p. 36. ; 
| Chap. 9. Of the Alcoran, the cirenmſtmces _ © 
of its Compoſure and ColleFion$&c. p.39, |}. > 
Chap. 10. Of the Honour given to the Alco= | 
hon do Oo 
Chap. 11. Of the Sund, its Name;Contents,and 
Circumſtances of its ColleFion, &c. Þ. 53. 
Chap. 12. Of the frfteroſehres of Mahumed, 
which he gained during the time be held a 
.. Conventicle'in Mecca. '\-"*P. $V- 
Chap.:23. How Mahumed wes forced to leave 
CAS. _ Mecca, 
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Chap. 14 
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The Contents. 
Mecca, ard flie to Medina. Of his di/ 


with the Jews there: A ſhort acco 
the Hegira. P. 


63. 
. Of Mahumeds firſt Wars. p. 70. 
Chap. 15. Of Mahumeds Death, and many re- 

qt, paſſages about it. 78. 
Ghap. 16. Containing ſome more remarkable 
 DoFrines taught by Mahumed, P. 83. 


Chap: 17. Of the things conducing to the pro- 


- Pagation of Mahumeds Herefte. And firſt of 
bis carriage towards the Chriſt#ans. p-1Ox. 
bt 18.4 Copy of the League Mahumed wade 
. with the ons , whoſe Original 'was 
- Found i in 4 onaſtery on Mount Carmel , 
. ear Moxnt Libanus, a days journey from 
.. Mecca, ard ( as ſome ſay) was ſent tothe 
- Kings Library in France. P. FO4- 
Chap. I9.The opinions of ſome Learned Met 


concerning this Covenant. P. I13. 


Chap.20.That Mabumeds carriage to the Jews 


- and Arabians zwjght be a to nouriſh up 
bis Infant SeF. - TI7« 
Chap.21. Of Mahumeds Paradiſes.  p.. 120. 
Chap. 22. Of Mahumeds Miracles. 2, 122: 


Chap. 23. A ſhort view of the ſtate of Chriftia- | 
egan his Hereſte. 


ity at the time Mahumed be 
| How the diviſtons in Chriſtias Religion 
- might help up Mabumediſm. - p-'126) 
Chap: 24. 4 farther enquiry-into the things 


WY fo Mahumeds A &c. 
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of the Name of Mahumed , and the 
pretended Prophecies declaring his 


coming. | 
G72. Owe men. (faith Rabbi Joſe) 
ESSE Ations; ſome brave Altions, 


and mean Names ; and ſome 
both brave Names and Acti- 
| P-.+.On 1.66 firſtmumber Me- 
humed may not unfitly be reckoned, who in 
excellency of Name, was ſecond to fione , 
and, yet in depravity of Manners had few 
,equals. For we are aſſured by the Learned 
/.1n the Arabian Language, that Mabumed 
comes of a word ſignifying Praiſe and Hozorz 
and thatthis Notation of his Name, was but: 
« preagerof his future Actions, whereby he 
_merited and purchaſed both. . Others fay, 
Mahumed imports Thanksgiving; which 1s to 
be underſtood, with reſpe&@& to their duty of 
Gratitude , who believe he procured great 
. benefits for them. And that there might 
. want nothing of lucky Ab&dement in the 
Name.;of this Great Impoſtor , ſome of. his. 
| \ 'B flattering + 
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flattering DoGors Paraphraſe it by A Man of 


Deſires , which in Latin we may call Deſide- 
rizs. And this notice of the Name they 
confirm, by a Sacrilegious application of the 
7 verſe of Hag. 2. to filthy Mehumed, which 
was ſolely intended of the moſt Holy Jeſa. 
As to the Writing and Rronunciation of 
this Name , there wants not variety, both 
among the Greeks and Latins : ſome ſpelling 
it Machumet, and Machumeth ; and others 
Mohummed, and Mubammud : but as to the 
Moors (whom we are chiefly to follow in this 
matter) thoſe of Barbary both Write and 
Pronounce it, 'Ahmet, a Name familiarly 
given to their Sons, as votive of their Vir- 
tues, and commemorative of their Prophet. 


But though the Name of Mahamed,or Ahmet, - 


be now of very ordinary and common vfage 
among the Muſulmin ; yetit was of old a 
very great ſecret, and not lawful for any to 


bear , whom they did not conjecture might 


prove to be that Prophet, whom (they now 
ſay) was everexpetted by them. And here- 
in the Muhumedans produce a Tradition, 


which Age hath made Authentique among 


them, How that there were but three Men who 
were ever known by the Name of Mahumed, 


before their Prophet ; to whom their Parents 
gave this Nagpe,in hopes they might prove that 


Apoſile of God , whom they expeFed. Now 
that the Arabians had a Tradition, that they 


ſhould 


© + Res 
ſhould have an Apoſtle ſerit unto ther: by 
the Name of Mzh»med, ſeems not obſcurel 
intimated by that ſevere Warning the falſe 
Prophet gave his followers, in the fixth 
Chapter of the A/coran (ftyled the Chaptef 
of Arrah) where Mahumed having com- 
mended thoſe who fought in rank and file 
for his Law ; he bids them, Remember, that 
Moſes ſaid to his people, Te ſhall do me( that 
is, Mahumed) #0 harm < ye ſhall know in the 
end, that IT am the Meſſenger of God, But 
God ſeduced them from the right way , mbert | 
they departed from obedience to bis Cont- 
mandments,he judgeth the wicked. Thele are 
| the expreſs words of the Alcorar. But leſt 
the ſingle teſtimony of Aſſes ſhould nat be 
ſufficient to procure belief to what he had 
faid , he produceth Chrzſ#, ſpeaking to the 
ſame pnrpoſe , Remember, that Jeſip the Sow 
of Mary ſaid, O ye Children of liracl, I am 
to you the Apoſile of God, who bath ſent me 
to verifie and confirm the old Teflament, and 
to declare unto you, that there ſhall cate 
Prophet after me, whoſe Name ſhall be Mahy- 
- | med, (faith Dy Ayers French Tranflationy 
whoſe Name is Achmed(faith another Tranſl» 
tion of the Altoran) that 1s, Hahumed. Now 
if the old Arabiany had not by ſome blind 
Tradition been taught to expe&t a Prophet 
under the Name we now ſpeak of, it wanld 
have been 1nfrartely below the cunming #n& 
«0 - faga- 
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ſagacity.of this great Cheat, to have cited 
ſayings of Moſes, and Jeſws, to a purpoſe of 
which they before had never had the leaſt 
footſtep or intimation, And I am induced to 
believe, that all this was occaſion'd by ſome 
Jewiſh corrupt Gloſs concerning the Meſſzas, 
and a miſtake about the promiſe of ſending 
the Holy Ghoſt - for to this day, the Mahy- 
medans apply the promiſed Miflion of the 


 Paraclete, to relate unto Mahameds coming, 


and that in him it was certainly fulfilled. And 


that this may not be looked upon as a (1ngu- 


larity of mine own, we find thoſe Learned 
and Ingenious perſons, who have given us 
an account of the Mihzmedan Doors in this ! 
particular, do always bring them in confirm- 
ing the truth of Mahameds Prophetick Office, 
by applying to him, what our Saviour ſpoke 
of 'the Holy Ghoſt, St. John 14. 16, 17. 
Though it 15 manifeſt to every attentive and 
ſober Diſcerner, that there 1s not in that Sa- 
cred Text: the leaſt ground whereon to build 
ſuch an extravagant conjecture, Bnt yet 
we cannot deay the great ſubtilty of Mahu- 
med, in making ſuch pretended promiſes to 
have their accompliſhment in his own meſſage; 
as alſoin making uſe of a dark Tradition, re- 
ceived of the Arabians, concerning their 
promiſe of an Apoſtle. And I take the crat- 


ty management of the (aid Tradition, to 


have beea the firſt Engine of raiſing Mahnmed 
ro 


to the reputation of a Divine Meſſenger-' 
Though it cannot be denyed, but. he'was a 
Man of ſo great eſſurance, that if he had not 
been aſſiſted with any ſuch Tradition”, "his 
Ambition and Hypocriſſe would ſufficiently 
have tempted him to aſpire both to a Prince 

and a Prophet , as we may ſhow ig due 
place. Shs * 

But yet for all this, I find not Mahamed 
very forward in juſtifying his pretences upon' 
the ſcore of Predi@ions 'concerning his 


coming, though his DoCors are very zealous 
in aſſerting his Apoſtleſhip-, upon the ac- 
countof Prophecies, among which they rec- 
kon the words'of Moſes, Dent. 33. 2. The 
Lord came from Sinat, and roſe up fron Ser 
unto them: he ſhined forth from Mount Paran. 
The Mahrmedan Doors: from hence con- 
clude of a triple manifeſtation of God to 

Man : Firſt, by Moſes at Mount Siraz's* Se 
condly , by Chriſt -at Mount Seir in Pale- 
ſtine ; and laſtly,at Paran by Mahumed,which 
(they ay) 1s 2 great Hill near Mecca. By the 
firſt, he ſent the Law; by the ſecond, the 
Goſpel ; by the third,the Alcorar. The ſame 
Mahumedan Writers moſt Blafphemouſly 
abuſe the ſecond verſe of the 50 Pſalms, to. 
the coming of their Apoſtle ; becauſe in the 
Syriack there is found the-word Mahmud, 
which they abſurdly , and againſt all feaſeof 
the words, interpret Mahumed. Though 
B 2 either 
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either 1n the Hebrew Text, or iathe fligni- 
fication of the Syriack word, there is not 
the leaſt bottom to ſupport ſo wild a fancie ; 
as Men excellently verſed in both Languages 
have made it plain. But not to purſue this re- 
mark any farther , I ſhall diſmiſs it with ob- 
ſerving, that the gredt Paraſites of Mahnmed, 
according to his threefold ſtate, aſſign him a 
triple Name; and that during his abode upon 


Earth, he was called Mahumed; and in Pa- 


radiſe, Alpatraſime 3 but aſcending thence into 
Heaven, he was there ſaluted by the Name 
of Achmed. For an account of which varia- 
tion, I leave the Reader ro Mahumeds wile 
Interpreters. 
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CHAP. If. 


Of Mahumeds Pedegree, Parents, and 
Tribe, 8c. 


Aving (in the antecedent Chapter) with 
equal brevity and plainneſs, ſet down 
what mote egregiouſly imported the Name 
of Mahumed, and intimated the Holy 
Scriptures that are forced to infinuate his 
being deſigned for a Prophet ; I ſhall en- 
deavour,with the ſame perſpicuity and ſhort- 
neſs, tq giye an account of his ar 
| | An 
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And not to engage in the differences.which 


in this concern are to be met with, between 
the Saracez and Chriſtian ftories; I fhall 


through this whole diſcourfe' chiefly adhere 
to the former,as being in all likelihood moxe 


competent to furniſh us with Mahumeds Le- 


gend ; whoſe riſe we ſhall take from the place 
of his Nativity, which isnot a little contro- 


verted by the Perſfar and Arabian Writers; | 


both being deſirous to have him fpring from 
their own Nation, and to be hononred with 
his Genealogie. But the prevailing opinion 
makes him a Native of Mecca, a known Town 
it Arabia the Happy. Where his Pedegree is 
unanimouſly derived from 1/7zaet , who ac- 
cordingto Jo. Andreas Maurus , married an 
Ethiopian Idolatreſs,by whom he had Twelve 
Children; namely , Nabayath, Caydar, or 
Kedar, Abdael, Nabſam , Maſna, Doama, 
Maſſa, Hadab, Thema, Jackour, Naphis, Red- 
212, Theſe being diſperſed through Arabza , 
Armenia, Perſia, took after their Mother, and 


became great Patrons and Propagators of 


Idolatry. Some of them Worfhipt the Sun, 
others the Moon, others Fire, and others the 
Angels, But one of the Brothers 1s ſaid to 
have faln ſo greatly enamour'd of the Tree 
Betulamar, that he made it his God; and 


another is ſaid to have been noleſs tranſport-. 
ed with zeal and affe&tion toward an old Idol, 


called Bohinyny, But thoſe of their Relati- 
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ons who kept their Patertial Habitations at 
Mecca, remained conſtant Yotaries to the 
Idol 4Pech Aleze; of which in due place. 


But to proceed.. 1/maels Children being dil-. 


perſed, as aforeſaid , his ſecond San Cayaar. 
returned, and ſetled at Mecca, (asmoſt afſure 
us) where his Poſterity continued two thou- 
ſand eight hundred years; for ſo long the 
Mahumedans derive their Prophets deſcent 
from this Caydar. About which period, there 
hapned to be born one Abdalla, who by a 
general agreement of the Seracez Hiſtories, 


- 1sconcluded to have been Myhumeds Father. 
. Abdallafignihies, (ſay the Moors) The ſervant 


of God; among whom it 1s an uſual Name, 


and often given to the Chriſtian Renegado's, 


as the ſtgnihcation of the happineſs of their 
Converſion,, as they vaialy imagine. This 
Abdalla was ſorely perſecuted (ſaith Elma- 
cinw) by the Jews, becauſe he was a very 
warm and ſturdy aſlertor of Idolatry. He 
was the Son of Abdolmyutleb ; who, in a fitof 
zeal, 15s ſaid to have vowed to ſacrifice him 
to God, if he ſhould be the Father of ten 
Children ; or, ſucceed: happily in digging the 
Fountain Zemzem. But Abdolmutleb having 
obtain'd his requeſt, was very loth to ſacri- 
fice his 4bda/a2; whereupon, he refolved to 
commut?, and redeem him with an Hundred 
Camels, 4b4a//2 being thus delivered from 
the raſh vow of his Fattger, was at yeats of 
©. eo owns wet Ma. 
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Maturity married to one Heayiz4, the Daugh- 
ter of Yahebys, the Son of Abddmonaſyr. 
But here it muſt be confeſſed , - that there has 
been. no ſmall difference about Hemmings Pa: 
rents; ſome making her to be the Daughter 
of Hayab, and Halima , who dwelt not far 
from Woke. But there are ſome, who make 
Hemina to be the Daughter of one Gxabbir, 
A perverſe Jew; but Jo. Andreas Maurws,who! 
had been a Moreſco Alfaqui, or Prieſt, and 
had no doubt fair opportunities to be 1n- 
formed of the deſcent of Mahnmed, though 
he makes Hexina the Daughter of Guabbin, 
yet he ſpeaks not a word of his Religion. 
The Ezropean (tory of Mahaumed makes him 
deſcended of a Pagan Idolater, and a Pervi- 
cacious Few ;z though I aminclind to a con- 
trary opinion, from the Antipathy between 
the old Arabian; and the Jews; which was 
ſo urreconcileable, that it can ſcarce be fan- 
cied they ſhould take one another in Wed- 
lock. Aad this antipathy aroſe , eſpecially 
from the different nature of their Religious 
Rites ; the one being pun&ual obſervers of 
Unity 1a the God-head, and the other given 
up to Polytheiſm. Beſides, both the old 
Arabian,and the Jew,were at that time equal- 
ly cautious not to mingle and confuſe their. 
Tribes by 1nter-Marriages one with another , 
and much more with thoſe of a different 
Tongue and Religion 3 which tempts me to 
Joon - In _ 
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believe, that the ſtory of Mabumed:s Mother 
being a Jew, is fabulous, andwwthout warrant. 


Nor 1s their Tradition any more Authentique, 
who make him of a very mean and contem- 
ptible ExtraGtion : for the Arebick Authors, 
Albunaſar and Elmacinss, make him not ig- 
nobly deſcended; and Erperixs calls it a vo 

arerror to opine otherwiſe. Tis true, Ma- 
"wi Family was ſunk very low , and had 
a long time been under the great  inconve- 
niences of a narrow Fortune : but this had 
not forfeited the Honor of their Deſcent, or 
loft them the reputation and credit of Nob;- 
lity among their Tribes. In whoſe propa- 
gation, and diſtinction , no Nation have 
been ever more ſcrupulous and careful, than 
the old Arabian. Having been ever vigilant, 
left by Forreign Marriages their Tribes and 
Genealogies ſhould receive diſturbance and 
interruption. And therefore either out of 
imitation , or emulation of the Jews, they 
preſerved the Law of Marrying within their 
ſeveral and diſtin® Caſts. 

Hottinger tells us, out of Thx Chalican, a 
famous Arabian Author, that Eminal, the 
Prophets Mother (upon whom (faith Chalican) 
be Peace, and the Prayers of God) ſprang of 
the Koraiſhites : where I cannot omit to tell 
my Reader out of Hottinger, as he doth me 
out of Thy Chalican, that it was the Cuſtom 


of the Arabians, to fignalize their Tribes for 
fome 
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ſome Vice, Vertue, or Skill, cc. Thus the 
Tribe of Thoa! was known by the Name of 
Good Marks-men ; 1inſomuch, that one who 
drew an Arrow well, was Proverbially ſaid 
to be as good an Archer as Thoal/as. The' 
Tribe of the Garg's, by reaſon of their nu- - 
merons Riches, were called the Wealthy. But 
_ the Koraifhites, from whom Mahnmed del- 
cended , was ktiown by the Title of Noble. 
Now among the Arebians, the Koraifhites, 
and Nabate s made up the extremities; the 
one being eſteemed the moſt Honourable,and 
the other the moſt Vile among the Tribes : 
whereupon, they uſed by way of Provetb, 
to ſignifie the loweſt and higheſt rank of Men, 
by ſaying , From the Nabatz's to the Kotai- 
ſhites : from the later, Mahrmed undoubted- 
ly derives his Parentage ; and from them too 
he received his greateſt oppoſition, none 
more ſtubbornly refilting his defigns, as 
ſcorning any of their Lineage ſhould ſet up 
fot an Impoſtor and Tyrant; for ſo they ac- 
counted all who ſpoke againſt their Tdol, and 
under the pretence of Religion ſought for 
Empire. ESE 
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CHAP, I. 
Th R's Birth and Education, 


F Joyin taken this ſhort proſpett of Ma- 


humeds Pedegree , our next ſtep is to 
his Conception and Birth; for the Arabians 
are ſo punctual in his Legend , that they tell 
us the time of his Conception , and that 1t 
was upon a Friday, in the Month Dalhejiah, 
when God (ſay they) tranſmitted a// his ſe- 
cret light by Abdulla, into the Womb of He- 
mina. And albeit we meet with no diſcord 
as to the,Day and. Month of Mahumeds 
Conception, yet Writers are not. ſo well 
agreed as. to the Year of his Birth, which 
ſome place in the 571, others 1n the 570, 
but the moſt in the 620 year of Chriſtianity. 
And notwithſtanding this difference among 
Chronologiſts about the date of the falſe Pro- 
phets Nativity', yet the general opinion of 
the Saracens makes him to be born upon a 
Monday , and that his Nativity was atten- 
ded with many Miracles, whereof Seven were 
more egregiouſly remarkable , and follow in 
this order. 
* 1. His Mother Emina was free from all 
thoſe 
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thoſe pains when ſhe bore tis - which are in- 
cident to all other Women in Childbirth. 

2. She felt no anxiety , nor trouble of 
Mind, nor apprehenſion of danger, as is uſual 
to. the reſt of her Sex in that condition, _ 

3. Mahumed being pulled from his Mother, 
fell upon his face, by that humble re to 
teſtifie his Worſhip to God; and while he 
was thus proſtrate, he cryed- out, 0 Mother / 
and then lifting up his head, heſp oke theſe 
words diſtin&ly ; 7 r lethure That this is no 
God, except the one true God, and that IT am 
his [ egat. | 

4- Mahumed was born Circumciſed , as 
m according fo the Jews,was created. 

. From the minute of Mabumeds Birth, 
the Devil arid: his Angels were excluded 
Heaven, Now the meaning of this Miracle, 
depends upon this ſtory : The Moors believe 
that the Devils were wont to aſcend into Hea+ _ 
ven , and to hear the private diſcourſes "Of "ft 
the Holy Aneels , and to ſteal away their Jaye - 2 
ings; but when their Apoſtle Mabuitied” was 
Born they were forbidden to aſcend any longer. | 
Upon this ſuddain excluſion , they repair tv 
Abliſus the old Devil , and. wall bias ace 
quainted with what had hapned : ; and-how they 
were debarr'd all future entrance into Helbew: 
upon which tydings, he order d them to com: 
paſs the Earth, from Eaſt to Weſt, andio ob-  _ 
Jorve what new thing had laſt faln out. * 
They 1 
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They obey d bis comtmand, and journeyed up 
and down, till they came to Mecca, where they 
Came to an Houſe that was environed with 
Angels, out of which a fire aſcended up to 
Heaven , and the Angels likewiſe in a conti- 
guoue order. Upon this diſcovery, they return d 
to Abliſus, whom they told mhat they had 
ſeen; who at the hearing of the ſtory, gave 
« ſudden and fearful ſhriek, ſaying, 4 ſign is 
gore out , whereby we are admoniſhed , that 
God will have mercy upon the Sons of Men,aud 
_ therefore we are forbid to aſcend Heaven. 
_ 6. His Nurſe 4/;7z24 had been always dry 
of one Breaſt ; but ſhe no fooner began to 
give Mahumed \uck, but it was as full of Milk 
as the other. 
7. Art his Birth, a voice was heard from the 
four corners of Caaba; from the firft was 
| heard, Preach, the truth is come, and no le 
will appear, or retarn, From the ſecond it 
was ſaid, Now cometh an Apoſile of your ſelves, 
with whom is the mighty. From the third 
was heard, Light,and a manifeſt Book is ſent 
unto you from God. And from the fourth 
| corner iflued theſe words, 0 Prophet, we have 
$ ſent thee to be a Witneſs, Evangeliſt and 
Monitor. | 
Theſe are the ſeven Wonders , which are 
- confidently maintained to have hapned at 
| Mahumeds Birth ; in whoſe larger relation ſo 
many Blaſphemies are to be met with, pre- 
ferring 
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ferring and extolling this wicked Miſcreant 
above our moſt bleſſed Saviour , that I was - 
afraid to give them a Tranſcription, But it 
need not create our wonder, that the Aſe- 
humedasn Do@ors ſhould be thus large 1n the 
Encomiums of their Apoſtle, when as ſtrange 
things are atteſted of St. Francis , by the 
Friars of his Order ; and allo by the Doms- 
icans,in praiſe of their Founder. But weary 
of this palpable traſh, I leave it,to come to 
the time of Mahumeds Birth ; which I find 
generally fixed by the AMoors, in the 620 year 
of our Salvation. His Father dyed (ſay ſome) 
within two years after he was born 3 and 
others affirm ,. that he was a Poſthumws , and 
that before he was two years old, he was left 
an Orphan : but his Mother , tender of her 
Sons welfare, and by the fatal tokens of her 
Diſtemper, perceiving a few days would put 
her in an utter incapacity of looking after his 
Education, ſhe preſently. ſent for his Nurſe 
Lala Alima, to whoſe care ſhe moſt afftedtio- 
nately recommended young Mahumed,whom 
at the ſame time ſhe bequeathed to Henze, 
her Husbands Brother, who bore the charge 
of his breeding, till he was ſixteen years old. 
And indeed, the Poverty of Mahnmeds Pa- 
rents had left him fo devoid of fubſiſtance, 
that if his Unkle had not taken him into his 
Tuition, he had certainly (as we now ſpeak) 
come to the Pariſh, But Haze having 

brought 


(16) 
brought him up to ſuch years of diſcerament, 
as he was fit to ſhift for himſelf; and being 
not able, or unwilling tobe at farther, charge 
with his Nephew, he expoſed him to ſale 
in the open Market ; where one Abdael My- 
talib , liking the complexion of the youth, 
bought him of his Unkle. By his new Pa- 
tron, ſay ſome, he was at firſtemployed in 
very inferiour Offices; till 4bdael Mutalib 
perceiving in him a more then ordinary In- 
genuity, and ſharpneſs of Wit, raiſed him to 
employments more agreeable to his Temper. 
And being a Merchaar, ſent him to negotiate 
[his Afﬀairs abroad , and by the firſt Caravaz 
or Cafila, diſpatcht him his Factor 3 in which 
capacity he ſo well acquitted himſelf, that he 
no leſs advanced his Maſters Trafique, then 
his own Reputation. In this way of buſineſs 
he continued till he was 25 years of age ; at 
which time his Maſter dyed, and Mahnmed 
_ managed his concerns ſo well, that ſome Jay 

hefacceeded him both ia his Trade and Bed. 
-For through carefulneſs in his Miſtreſſes bu- 
fineſles, ſay ſome; or through-Sorceries, ſay 
others, he ſo gain'd upon her affections, as 
that at laſt ſhe took him, for her Husband. 
. .This Womans Name, ſay the common ſtories 
of Mibumed, was Gadiſhz, of the ſame 
Tribe with himſelf, and one who was both 
very beautiful and wealthy. 
And: though what has now been ſpoken 
| con- 


 eoncerning Mahbymeds . Education and Mar- 
riage ; has paſſed very currant in the Exrope- 
an Accounts of him; yet I find it much other- 
Wiſe related out of the Saracer Writers of 
his Life : of which, take this ſhort report. 
Mahumeds Father dyed two Months before 
he was Born ; and his Mother, when he was 
ſix years of age : his Unkle Abdolmutleb Te- 
ceived him into his tuition upon his Mothers 
death, who ſurvived her about two.years 5 
and he dying, Mahumed fell into the care of 
his Unkle Abutabeb, with whom he lived till 
he was fit to be diſpoſed of in Marriage : 
but both his own, and Unkles fortunes, were 
at that time ſo low; that they wanted where- 
with - (according to the ancient cuſtom) to 
purchaſe him a Wife. Whereupon, Abnta- 
leb, and his Wife Atechna, reſolved to lend 
him abroad with the Caravan that welt for. 
Syria, and to entruſt him with the manage- 
ment of 2 {mall Adventure 5 hoping by this 
means to lay the beginning of his future wel- 
fare. And they were the more inclined thus 
to put their Nephew into the World, by rea- 
ſon of his inclination to Merchandiſe 5; as alſo 
that they ſaw in him ſuch a compoſed Go» 
vernment of himſelf, as promiſed him'a fair 
acceptance with whomſogever he ſhould 
ltiappen to converſe. But how Mabutted 
performed his journey into Syri2 , and what 
theteia befel ia) we ſhall ſum up m the 
C fieXE 
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(13) 


next Chapter , and conclude this with two 


Miracles that hapned to him when a Child. 


When Mabumedwas with his Nurſe Alime, 


and about four years old , going with his 
Nurſes Sons into the field to fetch home the 
Cows(faith his famous Legendary Abynazar) 
the Ange! Gabriel came unto him1n the like- 
nels of a Man cloathed with a ſnow-white 
Garment; and taking him by the hand, led 
him behind a little hill , where with a razor 
he opened the Childs breaſt, and took ont 
his Heart , and let out of it a ſmall quantity 
of black water; which, according to the 


Moors, 1s the matter by which the Devil 


tempts Men. From whole temptations Ma- 
hamed was for ever delivered, after the An- 
gel had taken away this Core. This being 
done, Gabriel put the Boys Heart into its 


place, and the Wound immediately cloſed 


and healed up. Another paſſage (which A- 
bunaZar calls a Miracle) was, that of the 
Monk Bohira ; who, as Mahumed came to 
Bozra , went forth to meet him , and ſpoke 
openly, how that ſome great thing (pointing 
at Mahumed) would be done by that Boy s and 
that his fame ſhould ſpread from Eaſt to Weſt. 


And the Monk having ſaid thus, Mahuned 
(faith his Legend) was covered with a Clond, 
ro the aſtoniſhment of all that beheld him. 
I ſhall not remark any thing upon theſe two 
ſtories, but leave it tothe judgment of every 

Reader, 
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Reader. Oaly give me leaveto takenotice; 
that whether ſuch things really hapned , or 
not, it matters aot - much , while they are 
confidently believed by the Mabrmedars , 
and entertained as no frail arguments to 
prove the excellency of their Prophet. 
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CHAP. IV. 
Of Cadigha's Dream ; how Mabumed 
became ber ſervant. How he was 


ſem into Syria by the Caravaniwhat 
hapned to him in bis Tourney... 


' TAving heard how Adahuried was under 
the Tutorage of his Uakle Abwtaleb , 
and his Aunt Atechre; and how they \were 
unable to prefer him, by reaſon of the nar- 
rowne(s of their fortunes; as likewiſe' of 
their intent to furniſh him with an Adven- 
ture to go with the Cafila into Syria + thy 
Author tells me, that the better to<equip him 
for that journey , they reſolved toplace hint 
with one Cadigha, a Woman of ſingular 
probity,and one obſerved to be very ſucces 
in her Trading into Syria, whither ſhe was 
ſhortly to diſpatch a Caravan, To this Gen- 
tlewoman Abxtabeb and 4techng addrefled 
C2 them» 
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themſelves in the_ behalf of their Nephew 3 
expreſſing a great deſire to have him go as 
her Servant into Syria. Cadigha accepted 
their profer, having thereunto been diſpoſed 
by a Viſion, or Dream , which was thus : 
Cadigha being one night 1n her bed, in a Vi- 
ſion, ſaw the Sun deſcend from Heaven, and 
entring into her Houſe ; whole ſplendor {o 
difiaſed it ſelf , that not a Houſe in Mecca 
but therewith was enlightned. Cadigha 
awakening , began to ruminate upon the 


_ Viſton, and being therewith not a Jutle 


{tartled, communicated it to her Uankle 
Varka, who being a great expounder of 
Dreams, gave hers this Interpretation : viz. 
That in the laſt days a Prophet ſhould come , 
who was to be her Hwgband; concerning 
whom , Cadigha asked her Unkle of what 
City he ſhould be ? who anſwered, Of Mecca. 
Of what Tribe > of the Caraiſhites, Of 
what Family? Of the Haſchims. What 1s his 
Name? Mahryzed. Theſe things were much 
noiſed abroad; and coming to the know- 
ledge of Abxtaleb, and Atechna, did much 
heighten their expectation of their Couſin, 
in whom all the aboveſaid circumftances did 
concenter. And ſome ſay,that this was the oc- 

ca{ion of their defire to place him with Ca- 
digha , and of her receiving him into her 
ſervice. But {he ſuppreſſed her deſign to 


Marry him, till ſhe might fee his management 
in 


(21) 


in the Syr3a, journey , whither ſhe reſolved 
to ſend him. Yet as an earneſt of her reſpe& 
and affection, ſhe gave him double wages, 
and ſome other teſtimony ofher good liking; 
which was granted to none of thoſe' who 
went the ſame journey with more conſide- 
rable truſt, For Mahuaed 1s thought to. 
have had no higher employment in the Ca- 
ravan, than to drive the Camels. Abwtaleb, 
not alittle elevated with Cadigha's grant to 
entertain his Nephew, inſtantly had-him to 
her houſe, enjoyning him fidelity, diligence, 
and obſequiouſneſs 1n his ſervice; as the 
moſt probable means to advance him in his 
Miſtris's favor. When Mahumed came to 
Cadighas , he fate down at the door, and 
fell very penſive ; the tears flowed from his 
eyes; and beingin a deep melancholy and 
ſadae(s, the Angels therewith were ſo much 
affeted, that they alſo wept (ſaith the ſtory) 
to ſee him ſo dejected. But the Caravan 
having their diſpatches, the Amir- Alkipha , 
or Captain thereof, commanded all that 
were to go along with him to appear in'their 
journeying habits by ſuch a day. Mahurred, 
according to his inferiour condition, put-on , 
the Habit of a Camelero , but not without 
great reſentments, wiſhing his Parents were 
alive to ſee their Son thus dreſſed up in a 
Slaves habit. In his journey to Syria, many 
ſtrange paſſages are ſaid to have befalnhim 3 
C 3 but 


o rogred, "but the chains in which their Lamps 


| (22) 
but one more reniarkable then the reſt, 1s thus 
related : The Caravan coming ta the Cottage 
of an old Hermit, where they uſcd to refreſh, 
all the men weat into the Hermitage, leaving 
Mahumed abroad with the Camels. The Her- 
mit asked if all the Company were there ; 
'twas anſwer, all except a poor Boy, whom 
they had left with their beatts : whereupon, 
the Hermit ſtepping out , brought himin; 
and inquiring concerning his Countrey, Pa- 
rentage, and'Name,and being fully informed 
of each particular thereof, the Hermit open- 
ly told them, That he was the Apoſile of God 3 
Ro then with a loud voice added theſe 
words 3 There is no God, except God, and 
Mahumed his Prophet. Then the Hermit 
rook the youth, and making bare his ſhoul- 
der, {hewed them the privy Mark of a Pro- 
phet imprinted upon him 3 and concluding 
with high enlargements upon his commenda- 
tion, and of the great things 1n proceſs of 
time that ſhould make up his Atchievements, 
Mahumed (oon found the good eftet of the 
Hp exprefiiqns, in the carriage of the 
Amir-Alkipha, which was ſo changed to- 
ward him, that often he became his Compa- 
'nion';- þtt once-more eſpecially, when he 
took him with him to a Synagogue of the 
Jews , to ſee the cuſtom and faſhion of their 
Service 5 where Mabamed was no ſoaner 


and 
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and Candleſticks were hang up , upon: the 
ſudden broke, and fell to the ground... The 
Jews being greatly affrighted with this acct- | 
dent , conſulted-their Rabbins what it might - 
bode : who returned this anſwer; We have 
found (ay they) in the Law, that in the laft 
times, a certain Man fball come, called Ma- 
humed; and that when ever be ſhal/ be pre» 
ſent at our Feaſts, this thing ſhall happen : 
and for ought we know, he may now be here, 
and therefore let ſearch be made, to find and 
deſtroy him. This we have recorded by that 
moſt egregious Trifler Ab»nazar. bel 
Now Mahnmed being acquainted with the 
Jews deſign againſt him, as he was bethink- 
ing himſelfof an eſcape,two Angels (faith the 
ſtory) ſuddenly took him upon their wings, 


tranſported him to Mecca, where having ſpent 


fome few days in the converſation of his 
friends , the Legend tells us, he went to his 
Patroneſs Cadigha, to whom having given 
an account of his journey, he demanded his 
Wages; telling her withal, that his Unkle 
and Aunt had much upbraided him with: de- 
ſpondency of Mind, That be had mads.his 
addreſs of Love no ſooner, Here, foriooth, * 
he bowed his head, bluſht, and made atop. 
But Cadigha underſtood his meaning; an 
told him, That as for his wages, it amounted 
to ſo little, that it would not do him mmucb 
ſervice; but ({aith ſhe) Twill look out 4 io. | 
C 4 or 
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For thee , one who ## the moſt Noble, Beauti« 
Jul, and Rich among the Meckezes, and 


whom the Arabian Princes have courted to 
Marry. The only blot in her charader, is, the 
21iſerable Death of her firſt Husband ;, and if 
this could be paſt over by him , ſhe was at his 
ſervice. With this large declaration of Ca: 
digha's reſpe&t, Mahumed was diſmiſt; who 
coming to his friends, communicated with 
them the whole matter. They tranſported 
with the profer, thought of nothing but its 
accompliſhment, And to thar end, ſenyx 
Mahumed back to Cadigha, to let her know, 
that he was wholly at her diſpoſal and devo- 
tion. ' The Marriage was ſoon compleated 
betwixt them ; which brought Aahumed a 


fair Wife, a great Eſtate, and #0 little eſteem. 


And now we have the Impoſtor in Wedlock, 
being aged twenty four years, hive months, 
and eight days. His Marriage was celebrated 


on the ſame day of the week on which he 


was born.By Cadigha,Cadijeh,or Gadiſa,tor 
all ſignifie the ſame Woman} he had ſeven 
Children ; three Sons, namely, Kalem, or Ca- 
F2,(an uſual Name among the preſent Moors) 


_Taber,and Mauder; whoall-dyed when young. 
He had alſo four Daughters, to wit, Phatema, 


Zeyneb, Rakia, Omcolthum, Vnicultum. Pha- 
tema was married to Alz', Zeyneb to Abalre- 
'biah, two Brothers ; and Omzcolthum to Thu 
Afﬀar Ottamaindz, who upon the death: of 
ES 445 Os as ; oe” | Ons. 


Omcoltham , married her Siſter Rekza. The 
three firſt were all married upon the ſame 
Friday. But among all his Daughters, Phate- 
#4 was his darling ; and for her virtues, is ſo 
highly eſteemed by the Mahamedans, that 
they number her among the principal women, 
and compare her with the Bleſſed Virgin, 
AIG Men, - many have been famous (a 
the Mahnmediſis) but among Women, het 
four are reckon'd for the chief 3 namely, 4ſrah 
the Wife of Pharaob; Mary, the Daughter 
of Imranms Cadigha, the Daughter of Cho- 
wailedi; and Phatema,the Daughter of Ma- 
bumed, whom we find giving her this Enco- 
mium : Praiſes be to God , who hath made 
thee like the Lady of the Women of theSons 
of Iſrael, that 1s, the Bleſſed Virgin: * This 
commendation was deliyered of her,upon the 
occaſion of a ſuppoſed Miracle : of which 
an account w1ll be given in the Chapter of 
Miracles. AMahumed lived with Cadighs 
twenty two years in Matrimony , and dying 
at Mecta, ſhe left her Husband great ſtore of 
Wealth: for ſhe was exceeding rich, as is 
plainly to be colleted from the Prayer made 
by Abztaleb, when he married Cadighe to his 
Nephew; which for its rarity I have here 
inſerted. | 
Praiſed be God, who has choſen us out of 
the ſtock of Abraham , and made us of the. 
linage of Imael, 4nd hath given ws the Holy 
i | oY _ Country, 
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Country, ard the Houſe to which Pilgrims 

reſort from. every quarter , and hath made 
' as Judges among men. Furthermore, who 
has choſen my Coſin Mahnamed, the Son of 
Abdollahi, whow zone of the Noble Korai- 
ſhites car equal, nor be laid in the ſcales with 
him, for goodneſs worth, underſianding, glory, 
ſharpneſs of wit. And although he be poor, 
(for certainly Riches are a ſhadow that paſſeth 
away, and « loan that muſt be reſtored) yet 
is he in love with Cadijah the Daughter of 
Chowailtdi , and ſhe with him; and what- 
ever portion is deſired, T take it upon my ſelf. 
This I find called a Prayer ; but I leave the 
Ingenious Reader to give it a Name. 
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Of Mahumeds Second Marriages, fil. 
thineſs of life ; Revelations pre- 
tended to juſtify his looſencſs. 

: Ahumed , whom his Sectaries are not 

M aſhamed to declare to have been in- 

{atiably given to Venery, marryed ſeveral 

other Wives beſides Cadigha ; as Aijſcha or 

Axa the Daughter of Abxbecer , and Sewda, 

the Daughter of Zameas, and Hafez a the 


Daughter of Homar. Theſe are upon record ; 
and 
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and it is certain he had ſeveral others, be- 
fides very many Concubines. And though 
he confined his Proſelytes to four Wives,yet 
he laid not any ſuch reſtraint upon himſelf ; 
having received a licenſe from Gabriel to 
marry as many as he pleaſed, ' and a power 
to Divorce them when he liſted. Bur it 
gave no ſmall ſcandal to the Moors, when 
he gave' it out, that to have as many Wiyes 
as he pleaſed , was an indulgence granted 
him in particular, in token of the affe@ion 
God bore him above other Men; which 
blaſphemous aſſertion, was out of fear tamely 
yielded to by his timerons Adherents. So 
that when ever Mahumed had a mind to a 
new bed-fellow, the Angel Gabriel brought 
him a Revelation for ſodoing. Burt all this 
would not appeaſe the anger his Wives had. 
conceived againſt the naughtineſs of his car- 
riage; eſpecially in point of his unequal con- 
verſation with them , contrary to Matrimo- 
nial Contract: which bone of contention 
was quickly hurled out of. doors, by a voice 
ſent from Heaven to ratifie what he did; 
in which alſo his Wives were enjoyned to 
ſurceaſe all murmuring againſt his aqions, 
and to make a total reſignation of themſelves 
to his pleaſure. And what was yet more 
ſevere, he pretended a command from God 
to prohibit his Wives to marry after it was 
his mind to divorce them , and that upon 
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ſhould never know any 


pain of Hell , they 

man but himſelf. 
Now though I am weary of this deſpica- | 
ble ſtuff, yet farther to illuſtrate Mahnmeds | 
unclean Genius, and the bold miſcreancy of | 
his ſpirit, we find that he denied himſelf in 
no inſtance of lewdneſs , but that he iatitled 
God to a ſpecial approbation thereof, and 
made it a divine teſtimony of the truth of 
his Apoſtleſhip. An example of what I now 
mention , is to be met with in the {tory of 
Marina, a Jewiſh Damſel of about fifteen 
years of age, with whom Mahumed fell fo 
deeply in love, that he defilted nor till he 
had wearied her into his embraces, by the 
moſt ſubtle importunjties. But being ſurpri- 
ſed in the villany, by the waking jealouſie 
of his Wives, Axaand Hafeza, he received 
from them a ſevere reprimend; they telling 
him how 11] it became a Married mar , and 
a Prophet, to be guilty of advoutry. Andit 
ſeems that Mahumed was fo aſtoniſhed with 
this reproof , and the conſciouſneſs of his 
own irregularity , that he gave his Wives all 
poſſible aſſurances of future amendment ; 
promiling that if they would not divulge it, 
they ſhould find greater pledges of his love 
than they had hitherto been acquainted with. 
"They granted his requeſt , upon condition : 
that if ever they found him guilty of the 
like fault, they would not only diſcover it, 
but 


o s "_m 4 8 \ þ + a # _ 
G - + x : bi * 0 k L4 : . 4 5 a . TS. . : —y $.= * 
P "0 4 fs — "Rs Y rad "> p : wt p % « _ . F .- Er 
% * My " * . '# Y = * ws = '£, *. _ : 5 Dy s l 
- . PE LX o 4 . 2 + 44 « 
' Ee, 6; Sha 
y | | IZ8T, 
WU | J OT: 
;, | "<4 I 
, pe > 
: " 4 > 3; 
” - Ls . us -: 
.. £3 
- $5 - "Ep 
l 6 : 

- $s 
” * 
= 

6 ; 

- = 
- Þ 
% 
= 


but repudiate his ſociety. But his affe&tions 
were (till ſo warm toward Mariza, and the 
jealouſic of his Wives ſo diligent, thatin a 
ſhort time they took him in her company. 
Whereupon , they ſtraightway repaired to 
their Fathers, with all thoſe tokens about 
them of women who had repudiated their 
Husbands, This inſtantly took air, and the 
matter of Marina became Town-diſcourſe ; 
and a thouſand evil things were now ſpoken 
againſt Mihumed, whole mind - was ſeized 
hereupon with a ſtrange deſpondency. And 
it is thought, that this had utterly forfeited 
him the reputation of a Prophet, had not 
Gabriel (as he pretended) brought him (e- 
veral Verſes from God, to juſtifie what he 
had done, and alſo to permit the Moors a 
liberty to embrace their ſhe-ſlaves with as 
much freedome as their Wives (a cuſtom not 
yet antiquated _—_— the Mubumedans ;) 
an:! ro obſtruct the future repining of his 
Wives, they were by a pretended Revelati- 
on, enjoyned to be quiet and content. This 
was a very welcome l[nſtitution to the Moors, 
and very prevailing with them to accept him 
for their Prophet, who had ſuch a care to 
pratifie their luſts. And as to Mahumeds 
carriage with Marina , it was from Heaven 
declared to be no Sin; as likewiſe that his 
Wives were very criminalin taking notice of 
it, and divulging what he did in ſecret 3 and 
eo 
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to reſtrain Ax4's and Hafeza's vigilance and 
jealouſie for the future, in finding out the 

__ carnality of 'their Husband, they were ut- | 

terly forbid all ſuch deportment toward him, 

_ and commanded preſently to return home, 
penitent for what they had done, and to be 
content with ſuch a ſhare of his converſation 
and benevolence, as he ſhould daigne to 
grant them. 

By this ſubtle device, or rather diaboh- 
cal hypocriſie, he re-gained his Wives; and 
not only appeaſed the Moors, but cloſely in- 
ſinuated himſelf into their favour. To whom 

nothing was more acceptable, than #o have 
the Indulgence of their wile affe@ions to be 
made an Article of their Religion, and 4 
prece of their Worſhip. And that this may 
not be imagined to bea meer calumny , de- 
viſed by the enemies of Mahumediſm, we 
find it recorded 1n the 66 Chapter of the A/- 
coran , wherethe Wives of Noah and Lot are 
produced as fearful examples of ſuffering pu- 
niſhment for not obeying their Husbands ; and 
whereMahumed 3s alſo commanded not to deny 
himſelf in any thing, for ſear of diſcontent- 
ing his Wives, The Fathers of Axa or A4ijſche 
and Hafeza, are ſaid to have humbly ſuppli- 
cated Mahumed to pardon their Daughters 
raſhneſs and folly, in diſcovering his Filthi- 
neſs ; and that the Myors (upon receipt of a 
Law to embrace their ſlaves) ſaurceaſed not 
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to reproach the ſaid Axa and 'Hefeze , till 
they returned unto , and made their peace 
with the Prophet. 


Of Mahumeds retirement, and bow be 


began bis SeG. 


N mentioning Mahnmeds Wives, and his 
1 deportment in Wedlock , we have been 
forced to run higher up into his Legend,than 
the deſigned Method will permit, Which 
cannot now be atoned for, but by confeſſing 
the fault, and following thereſt of what 
hapned to him during the time helived in 
Matrimony with Cadighes, which was from 
the 25 till the 38 year of his age. Moſt of 
which time he ſpent in a conſtant Trading 
from Mecca into Syria and Perſiz 5 winch he 
never deſerted till he was 38 years old: at 
' | which time he enter'd\upon an Hermetical and: 

' | contemplative life, daily frequenting a place 
near Mecca, called Garhera, or the Caveof 
Hera. There he continued all day; but 
what he did in the interim, 1s not certainly 
known. The Moors conjecture he fpent 
the time in Divine Contemplation, and'made- 
it an occaſion to wean himſelf fromhis Ido- . 
latry. 
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latry 3 having been broaght up 1n the r:#es 
of the Idol 4leze, which he now began to 
abandon ; moved thereunto, as 1s generally 
concluded , by ſome occaſional diſcourſe he 
had with a Neſtorian Chriſtian , called by 
ſome Bohira, whom he met with at Jernſa- 
lem. This man praQifing Mahnmed 1n ſome 
ints of Religion , found that he, was of 
the Tribe of the Koraiſhites, notorious Ido- 
laters at Mecca , and deeply rooted in their 
Idolatrous Ceremonies. And moved with 
compaſſion toward him,he began to acquaint 
him with the pernicious falſeneſs of his Re- 
ligon, and palpable vanity of [dolatry : and 
at the ſame time inſtructed him 1n the know- 
ledge of the true God ; whereupon, he read 
unto him ſeveral parcels of the Law and 
Pfalms, in confirmation of what he had ſaid ; 
which wrought ſo much upon Mahumed, 
that he was no fooner returad to Mecca, 
but he began to declare his abhorrence of 
their Religion, ſhewing them (as Bohira had 
ſhewn him) the manifeſt iniquity of Idol-wor- 
ſhip; letting them know, that his reſolution 
was, never more to fort with them- in their 
impious Rites. Hereupon, he began to lead 
a ſolitary lite, and to betake himſelf to the 
Cave; which he continued for the ſpace of 
two years; during which time, it 15 general- 
ly conjequred he laid the villanous deſign 


of his Apoſtleſhip. But at laſt his ages. 
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and:-heakth became iingciecd Brights. 
abſtinent and auſtere pr bag. wig And 
his judgment ſympathized 'with his' body 5 
for through immoderate falting, he became. 
ſo hypocondriack,that he began to talk idly, . 
which terminated in a perfect Lunacy, poihg; 
up and down after an odd diſtrafted mannery 
Ia memory of whoſe Lunatique carriage,the: 
Mahumedans at this day bear a ſingular re- 
ſpet to Idiots and Madmen , accounting 
them no leſs than inſpired. But to returnto 
Mahumed in the Cave : and as we find itcon- - 
fidently aſſerted by his Do&ors,he was there 
entertained with Divine revelations, and Vi- 
ſtons « That there was a voice at his elbow 
frequently diſcourſing with him, although be 
could never perceive any bodily ſhape. Eve- 
ry night returning from his Garhera, heim- 
parted to Cadighe what had hapned the an- 
tecedent day. Who finding him ſtill full'of 
gevelations and Viſions, ſhe told/him plain- 
ly, That they were nothing but deluſtons of the 
Devil. This greatly rutfled his paſſions, and. 
created in him that diſturbanceof mind , 
which at laſt caſt him 1nto ſuch a fit of de- 
je&edne(s , that he thought of nothing but 
deſtroying himſelf, To which Page /the 
went to the precipice of 'a rock, deſigning 
thence to caſt himſelf headlong 3 ſaying, 1# 
was better to dye, then to live nnder the in- 
femy of being \Mad. But Gabriel, as he was | 
os D ready 
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ready to put his reſolution into practice, ſur- 
priſed him with this Greetingz 0 Mahumed, 
. be of good conrage , be not troubled at the Re- 
proaches of thy Wife;zthou art not now to look 
xpon thy ſelf as thou haft done, but as on a 
perſon highly in favor with God; who has now 
appointed thee to be his Prophet and Meſſen- 
ger. And as he ſaid thus, Gabriel uu him 
a ſcrowl, and bid him read. Mahumed re- 
plied, be was altogether iPiterate. Gabriel {aid 
again, Read, O Mabumed, In the Name of thy 
- Creator, who made the worm Man ; read in 
the Name of thy moſt honoured Creator, who 
with a Pen ſhews to Man what he never knew 
before. And then he delivered him the firſt 
Chapter of the Alcorar, and fo vaniſhed. 
In this apparition, the Angel Gabriel was 
ſeen (ſay they) fitting on a Golden Throne , 
which hung between Earth and Heaven, 
They tell us likewiſe, that Mahamed now 
received a general delineation of his Eng 
bafſie and Apoſtleſhip. And this firſt ſaln- 
tation of Mahumed beginning with | Ir the 
Name of thy Creator] was the ground and oc- 
_ caſion why the Moors at this day begin all 
their Letters of Correſpondence, and other 
Writings,with BiſzezZab ; that is, In the Name 
_ of God, And the praiſe Gabriel in this greet- 
10g gave unto the Pen, cauſed Ozwar to 
give one of the Chapters of the Alcorar the 
Title of the Pez; though 'tis true, the word 
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we render Pen, ſignifies, ſaith Dy 
an 1-k-horn ,” and ſometimes the Tab) 
which the Alcoran was writ. And whateve 
the Arabick word may import, which the 
| Tranſ]ations of the Alcoran render Pen; we 
are aſſured, that the Mahumedans have a 
Tradition, that a Pen was the firſtthing God 
Created. But toreturn : Mahymed having, 
as we are told, received this apparition ot 
the Angel, to that end Cadigha might no 
longer Joubl of the truth of his Viſtons, or 
perſilt to cenſure them for diabolical illufions; 
as he returned from the Cave, he had them 
confirm'd with a Miracle; the trees falating 
him as he paſſed by them , with an Abſtr 51 
Mahumed ineq. &c. Rejoyce, O Mahumed , 
for thou ſhalt be the Apoſtle of God, and moſt 
dear unto him. The nd being not'' a 
little raiſed with this greeting, hehbaftnedto 
tell it to his Wife , and to unmask' that his 
deſign was to ſet up for a Prophet, -and''to R 
frame a Se&. In whoſe — hefj = 4 
23 years, 1aning at the 4oth Year OF L > 
age, and prrenr till he was aged 6g. 4 
During which time, he ſo well' managed his 
ambition and injuſtice, under the cloak .of 
Religion, as never any have yet proved his 
Equal : the neareſt and molt exact Tran- 2 , 
(oript of this great Impoſtor , was the late _} 
 Ularper, ' _ it 
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CH AP. VIIL 


How Mahumed reteived from Gabriel 
the firſt Chapters of the Alcoran. 
the great aſſurance 


; Otwithſtandin 
N wherewith Myhumed aflerted the cer- 


tainty of his Viſions, Cadigha (till remained 
-ancredulous, and eſteemed them no better 
than the Enthufiaſms of an over-heated fan- 
cte,or the inſpirations of a bad ſpirit. Which 
icredulity . of his Wife, created him no 
ſmall diſturbance ;-and finding her fo con- 
ſtant in her Opinion, ſome ſay, he was fo far 
moved therewith , as now to doubt himſelF, 
, and to grow ſuſpicious of what had hapned. 
- Being in theſe dumps, and deeply muſing how 
to , his whole body was ſeized with 
an uncouth chilneſs, which caſt him u 
 . his bed, where his ſervants loaded him with 
cloaths to recover warmth. But as he-was 
ruminating upon the froward carriage of Ca- 
_ digha, and what had befaln in the Cave; 
and drooping under the reſentments of | his 
. projet, Gabriel , ſay his Paraſites, brought 
- him a Cordial , which was the ſecond Cha- 
pter of the Alcoran (now bearing the Cha- 
"pter..of the Cow) containing 187 
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which Gabriel preſented him in-theſe,-worde.; 
Ariſe, Mabumed, thonthat art covered ,wzti 
Praiſe (alluding to his being covered with 
cloaths)) aud abandon Idols. And having 
thus ſpoken , _ he gave him the Chapter 
Hereupon, Mahumed inſtantly called far his 
Wife, to whom he read it., Who ſcorafully 
told him , it was but the old deluſian. . She 
told him likewiſe, that. if. Gabriel were hy 
friend, he would not have been abſeat. ſo 
long, ſeeing, his preſence would ſo, quickly 
have reſolved his doubts, and re eemed . 
him from his anxieties. . But Mahumed now 
finding his Wife to have ſo far reduced her 
refraQorineſs,as to calt it into an Objection; 
he ſoon foreſaw that the Angels comuig more . 
early the next day, would certainly remove - 
it. Which hapned accordingly; for the 
next morning betimes, _ Gabriel . preſented 
the Prophet with the Third Chapter of the 
Alcoran, (entituled The Linage of. Joachim) 
and when he delivered it , he faid;. God 
ſwears to Mahumed , by the dawning which 
brings the day, and by the night which brings 
darkneſs, that his \Creator hath-not forgotten 
him , neither will forget what be hath pre 
miſed. Theſe words of Gabriel , though 
they quickly reſtored Mahumed, yet 
could nat- convince his Wife , whole 1c 


lity grew now. ſo obſtinate,, that noth 1 
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(35) 
"the Angel; from which Mahnmed ſtrongly 
diffwaded her, urging the impoſſibility of 
feeing Angels , as being Spirits. And be- 
like, his arguings had at Joſt his deſired effect 
upon Cadigha; for we hear no more of her, 
1 we find her in the number of his firſt 
oſelytes. In which the Impoſtor at the 
ng was not very fruitful;and thoſe few 
who became his Se&aries, were moved there- 
unto through meer temporal advantages; fo 
that he may be ſaid to have bought , rather 
than converted them. This was evident in 
the youth Zeydiz; who being a Slave, be- 
came his Proſelyte, to gain his freedom; and 
who, tis like , would never have hearkened 
tothe DoCttrines of his Maſter, it upon his 
believing him to be a Prophet, he had not 
had the promife of a releaſe. Now 1Mahn- 
ed finding how powerful this wrought up- 
Oli Zezdir, he began to preach preſent free- 
_ dometo allthoſe Captives who would take 
him for their Apoſtle. . By which means he 
Now enlarged his train, and increaſed his 
credit : for all the Bond-men were fo taken. 
- with this DoGrize of Freedom, that if Ma- 
Þamed had had power to prote@ them, they 
all would quickly have emptied themſelves 
into his muſters. But becauſe there (perhaps) 
may be a more convenient place to give an 
account of Miyhymeds firſt Converts, we 
will return to his compiling of the Alcoran 5 
which, 
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which, as he pretended; was given himfrom 
God, by the Miniſtery of Gabriel 3 whodid 
not, as fome have delivered, bring himit 
all at once , but one Chapter after another, 
and at ſeveral times. And when Mxhnmed 
had any project to carry on, :or any difficul- 
ty to be removed, or any villainous a&to be 
cloaked , he preſently pretended to regeive 
from Heaven Revelations to'that purpoſe; 
Now, becauſe the ſam and-fubſtance. of all 
his Impoſtures are comprifed 1n the Alcorar, 
we will give a ſhort account hereof in the 
enſuing Chapter. $66; 4 


C.H-A.F. IK. 


Of the Alcoran : the circumſtances of 
its Compoſure and ColleGion, &c. 


"TT He Alcorar (ſaith. Andrea Mares) 
. fignifies a Leſſon, or Colleftion of 
Chapters : or Songs; and thoſe who reſpe& 
the different times wheretn 1t was comp 

and the drvers Papers, or Serowls, wherein 
K was written , bave given it the Name of 
AMlforzar; thats , A colleSion: of ſcattered 
vwer/es, The Materials of this Book are very 
yatious ; | but it-treateth' eſpticially | of fuch 
things as refpett that SeQ 1, whereof Mebu- 
'$3k D4 | - wed of 
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med was Founder. It cannot be denied but - 
that many excellent Truths are therein con - 
tained , as we ſhall ſee hereafter , when we 
lay down the principles of the Mahumedan 
Impoſture. 

"This Alcorar was begun at Mecca, in the 
| year of our Lord 630. which was about the 
fortieth year of Mahameds age. The firſt 
Chapter thereof was that which the Angel 
Gabriel gave him 1n the Cave, which 1s cal- 
led the Chapter of the Per ; and the Jaſt 
Chapter was compoſed at Medina, and is. 
called the Chapter of Fate,or the Conquelſt. 
During the time he abode at Mecca, the 
Chapters writ there were called 4/oar Mikis, 
or the Songs of Mecra; and the reſt com- 
poſed at Medina, bare the title of Sore Al- 
»:2dina; and both theſe being collected in- 
to one Volume,are now generally known by 
the Name of Alcorar. 

Mahumed, as was ſaid , being wholly Il}i- 
terate, kept a Secretary, who wrote in 
Scrowls ſuch Verſes as he pretended were 
privately ſent him from God by the Angel 
Gabriel. And when he had copied them, 
.they were diſperſed among the Moors ; who 
when they had learned them by heart , de- 
livered them back again to the Secretary, 
who put them into the Merſegina, or box 
of Embaſſie. But Mahamedtaking a diſplea= 
ſure againſt his firſt Scr;be, choſe a new one 

| called 


(41) 
called Abdals Celey, a Renegado Jew.- This 
man continued with him ten years. And 
being well verſed ia the Law of the Hebrems 
(to which he ſtill bore a great reſpe&, not- 
withſtanding Temporal intereſt had moved 
him to renounce it) and finding that Afehy- 
»ed did not make good his pretences of be- 
ing the laſt Accomplilher of the Mofaical 
ceconomy., he was ſo curious to obſerve 
Makumeds carriage, that at laſt he perceiv'd, 
and took notice, that all Mzhumed dictated 
to him were meer Forgeries, and not fent 
from God. Yet leſt 4bdabe might impoſe 
upon himſelf in this particular, he reſolved 
upon thistrial 3 namely, that whenſoever-he 
was commanded to write ſuch and ſuch ver- 
ſes, he would turn the end of the verſe to 
another meaning , changing the words and 
arder, but not the Rime- nor Conſonance. 


So that when he was commanded ta end the 
Verſe with [* 


h—_— 


Alla hazizum haquimuz, that 1s, God 
1s gracious and wile 3 he wrote, 


—— Ala Cemilum halimun , that is, "God ' 
Is a Hearer and a Judge. . And when he bid 
him write, God is Almighty and moſt high, 
he ſet down, God is merciful and gracious: 
And thus 4bdabe for ſeven years continued - 
changing the end of the Verſes; And find- 
ing that Mahumed did not. perceive- the - 
fee” — change 
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change, he concluded, that if he had receiv'd 
them from God, and that if God had inten- 
ded them to be the 3mmmntable Rule of life”, 
the palpable changes made by him would 
have been detected. Whereupon, Abdelz 
quitted his Office, and reconciled himſelf to 
his old Religion. And the fore-mentioned 
Author (Jo. Andreas Manrws)) tells us, out 
of a Book called Azzifa, that Mahbumeds 
next Secretary renounced his employment 
upon the ſame reaſon. And,asthe ſaid Au- 
thor obſerves, Tf Mahumed had been ſo 
great aProphet as he pretended, and ſo deep- 
Ly inſpired of God ;, he could not but have per- 
cetved how groſly he was abuſed by the Jew. | 
But to proceed. 

In the compoſition of the Alcorar , many 
contrarieties and repugnancies being obſerv'd 
by the Moors, thereat they took no ſmall 
oftence. It being uſual with this Impoſtor, 
one day to ſet down Verſes commanding 
ſome , and forbidding other things; and 
another day he would dictate, and caule 
other Verſes to be written, forbidding what 
he had before allowed and permitted them, 
making that lawful which he had before for- 
bidden. And of thefe contrarieties, na leſs 
than 150 verſes were obſerved by them. But 
to remove this ſcandal , he made a Law to 
revoke ſuch verſes as occaſioned it, which he 
called Hacer and Maxſoh, But that which 

created 
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created Mahamed the greateſt trouble; was, 
the Moors forgetfulneſs of thoſe Verſes he 
gave them to commit to Memory.For, for no 
leſs time than two years, did this courſe of 
learaing the Verſes by Heart continue among 
them ; who when they had forgotten the 
Verſes, and deſfired Mahnmed to repeat them 
again, he could not remember them him- 
ſelf. But Mahnmed excuſed this forgetful- 
neſs, confidently affirming, that it was from 
God. And being told, That if God inten- 
ded them for his abiding word, he would not 
ſuffer him to forget them 3 or if he did, yet / 
he would inſpire theme afreſp : to reprove 


_ their petulancy (as he ſtyled it) God (as he 


ſaid) gave him a Verſe, wherein it was ſaid, 
That God doth not ſuffer any of the former 
Verfes to be revoked or forgotten, ſave wher 
he intends to give another like it, or one bet= 
ter ir its ſtead.By which cunning he cloaked . 
his own failures,and kept up his credit with 
the Moors, And alſo altered and aboliſhed 
ſuch Texts {as he had before delivered) to 
comply with his affairs, and carry on his 
deſigns ; giving authority to New Verſes to 
revoke the Old, when they would not ſerve 
his purpoſe. And what was yet very remar- 
kable, Mahnwed would not ſuffer his Verſes 
to be made ar A4/corar, or be colletted into 
a Body, and reduced to Books and Chapters, 
as now it is ; but kept them in fcrowk and 

Papers, 
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Papers in the Meſengina, or Box.of the Em- 
Baſfie : ſothat if he had lived tothis day, he 
would (till have altered his Law ; and what 
we now call the Alcoraz, would not have 
been finiſhed,or reduced to any certain form. 
For while he kept 1t ſecret in the Shrize, he 
reſerved unto himſelfa power to add,change, 
or retrench things as he pleaſed , and as was 
molt agreeable to his concerns. 

As to that Book which now bears the 
Name of Alcorar, it was collected by Hoz.- 


22an, Maihumeds Son-in-law , who was next 


Caliph to Homar Alhatab, as he was next to 
Ubequar , who was the Immediate Succeſſor 
of his Son-in-law Mahumed. This Hozmarr 


took the ſcrowls and papers out of the Box, 
and put them into order , and intituled the 


Chapters, and divided the whole Syſtem in- 

to four Books. 

The firſt Book conſiſteth of theſe five Cha- 
pters. 

I. The Chapter of the Cow. 

2. The Chapter of the Lineage of Joachim, 


the Father of our Lady. 
3. The Chapter of Women. 


4. The Chapter of the Table. 
5. The Chapter of Beaſts. 


The ſecond Book canlfiſts of twelve Chapters, 


I. Of the Well. 
2. Of Spoyl-.. 


3. of 


045) 
3> of the Sword. 
4. Of the Prophet Jonas. 


5. Of Hud, who was one of Mahumeds 


New Prophets. 
6.-0f Joſeph, 


the Son of Jacob. This 


—— ] have ſeen in Ms. larger by four 


Verſes than that in the common Alcoran.. 
7. Of Thrones. 
3. Of Abraham. 
9. Of Ahigere. 
To. Of Fles. 
IT. Of the Voyage of Mahumed. 
12. Of the Cave, and Seven Sleepers. 


The third Book contains nineteen Chapters. 


1. Of the Virgin Mary. 
2, Of Taha. 

3. Of the Prophets. 

4. Of Earthquakes. 

5. Of Believers. 

6. Of the Light. 

7. Of the Gibbet. | 
8. Of the Execmtioners. 
9. Of the Piſmire. 

Io. Of Cahaz. 


Il. Of Spiders. 
12:0 of: ucumen 45S aint,and Dovide/rend 


I3. Of Bowing. 
I4. FA the Romans, F 
15. Of the Creator. | 
16. Of the Sabbath, 


; I7. Of 
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17. Of Additions. 
IS. of Man. -. Ye] 
19. Of Azgels. | 


The fourth Book contains 175 Chapters, 
to each of which he gave a particular Name : 
ſo'that according to Hozmaens diviſion of the 
Alcoran , 1t contains 211 Chapters. But 
little above half this number are found in 
Du Ryers French Tranſlation. And F.. 4-- 
dreas Maurnus tells us, that Ozmarns Col- 
letion doth not contain all thoſe Chapters, 
which were written by Mahumeds Secreta- 
ries, and 1n his life-time uſed by the Moors. 
And the inſtance of this defalcation,is plac'd 
in the Chapter of Additions 3 which 1n 
Meahumeds time , was as big as the Chapter 
of the Cow, but is not now half ſo big. The 
like I have noted of the Chapter of Joſeph. 
And beſides theſe retrenchments , it 1s very 
probable, that whole (crowls of Mahumeds 
Dodtrine were utterly loſt, or become ſo 
imperfect, that they were never entered 
into Hozmarns Collection. And this may more 
than conjecturally be concluded, from the 
condition wherein Oz»ax met with Afahy- 
axeds Notes; magy whereof were found in 
the Houſe of Axa, or Aijſche, one of his 
Wives ; but ſo eaten with mice; aad'rent , 
and worn with ill uſage, that 0z we could 
gather nothing out of them, A ; 


had recourſe to the moſt aged of the Moore, 
colledting from them what they remembred 
of Mahumeds Verſes. Some _ him, hoe 
they had forgotten many of them: others 
told him Th in ſuch $A be ſhould find 
ſach Verſes in writing. And ſo amongſt the 
old Walls, and the Moors weak Memories, 
he retrieved much of Mabymeds Dodtriae. 
Yet he could never regain the Verſe which 
commanded , That all married perſons ta 
in Adultery, ſbould be ſtoned. From all which 
it may ſafely be inferred,that all thoſe things 
taught by Mahamed in his life-time, are not 
now to be found in Ozmars Alcoren. 
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CHAP. X. 
Of the Honor given to the Alcoran. 


Aving given this ſhort account how tt 
Dottrines of Mahamed were college 
and reduced to that form in which they are 
now extant , I ſhall fill up this Chapter with 
ſetting down. the great Titles and. reſp 
given the Alcorax after Ozman had con 
it. Ard firſt, it is uſual with the Muſulmig, 
or Proſelytes of Mahumed , when they take 
the Alcoran zn their hands, with a wonder- 
Fol reverence to kiſs it, and ſalute it by the 
MY Name 
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Newe of Alkilib Alhazim (1; e.) The Gloriows 
Book; and Alcoran Alhadin (i. e.) the Mighty 
Alcoran. They ſwear by it , and. pay it all 
the reverence they would do unto God. And 
0 ſmall diſputes have been raiſed among the 
old Mahumediſts, about the nature of the Al- 
coran, whether it was the created or increated 
word of God. Yathecws wasfor the opinion 
of thoſe who held the 4lcorar to be created ; 
and he-writ to all the Provinces of Eyypt , 
That the Muſulmin bould be of the ſame opini- 
ox. Which Injunction was very diſpleaſing 
to the Mabumedans; but they were by pe- 
nalties forced to embrace it. Though not 4 
few ſuffered Martyrdom for the contrary 
opinion;chooſing rather to dye than to hold the 
Alcoran was not the Increate word of God. 
Theſe diſputes continued long, and opinions 
prevailed according to the humour of the 
preſent Caliph that Reigaed. 7 
The excellent Erpenizs tells us, in his 
Notes upon the Chapter of Joſeph : It is in- 
credible, what Vertue, Majeſty, and Authority 
is granted tothe Alcoranz yea, what Honour 
and Veneration is given it by the Muſulmin ; 
whole Books (laith he? are extant in its com- 


tg mendation, written in ſo ſwoln and fabulous 


e ſtyle, that no diſcerning Reader can peruſe 
#hem without laughter. Firſt, they commend 
Zf above all the Creatures, and place it next to 
God : That bethat handles it irreverently,, is 
| In unworthy 
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unworthy of life, and is as wicked as hethat 
contemns God. They permit not any whois © 
not of their own Religion, ſo much as to totich 
it, If any Muſulman chance to fit upor it , 
the fin is piacular : but if this irreverence be 
uſed by a Jew, or Chriſtian, it is puniſhed with 
death. No Mahumedan ze permitted #o touch 
it with the top of his finger, until be firſt 
waſh: and leſt any ſhould unwarily offend 
therein, they write upon the cover of the 
Alcoran in great letters,this Sentence; Le# -o 
Man touch it who is unclean. They call it,the 
Medicine of the Heart; and hold it to be of 
ſuch ſecret Vertue and worth , that the read- 


ing of one letter therein, deſerves a good re- 


ward. 
I have often doubted whether there be 


any true Edition of the Alcoran 1a the Ex- 
ropean Language, fince I obſerved how dit- 
ficult it is for any Chriſtian to obtain from 
the Mihurn:cdans a copy thereof. For they 
permit not any of a Religion different from 
their own,ſo-much as to touch it ; nor of old 
was it ſuffer'd to be written in any but the : 
Arabique Language. And at this day it is  * 
capital for a Moor to ſell an Alcoran to either 4 
Jew or Chriſtian. Nor indeed are any At- 
corans to be met with in private hands , of 
expoſed to ſale to the vulgar. In above ſeven 
years of converſation among the Afoors , T 


could not obtain the ſight of one; which F. 
E ceafted' 


(50) 
| ceafed to wonder at, when it was told me, 
How the communicating of that Glorious 
Book (as they call it) might tend to its de- 
filement , and prove fatal to any one who 
. ſhould be'fo free therewith, The buying of 
an Alcoran was once warmly attempted by 
Fr. Barton, a Country-man of our own, who 
had the fightof one, fair written 1n the Perſeck 
Tongue in Octavo,and of another 12 Quarto, 
written in Arabique. But when he eflayed 
to buy the later of a Hogia, who taught 
Arabique at Pera, he refuſed to ſell t at any 
rate. Atlaſt, hearing that ſeveral Alcorans 
in Perſick, were to be had among the Dexr- 
vices(a Religious (ort of Mahnmedan Monks) 
Mr. Bartor endeavoured, but in vain,to pur- 
chaſe one;and coming to Gal/ipolis 1n Greece, 
he had news that two or three Alcorans 
were there in a Colledge of the Dervices. 
But trying to buy one, they askd, Why he 
being an Infiael, ſhould deſire to have an Al- 
coran? He'told them, That he had herrd mas 
Ay things concerning their Law, and that he 
was very deſirous to be aſcertained of the truth 
thereof; and tothat end, was willing to buy 
2n Alcoran, and to take a Maſter therein to 
' znſiru®# him. Upon the hearing of this, a 
Turk, preſently reply'd, That the Infidel did 
 diſſemble, and that under pretence of love to 
the Mululmanick Faith, he deſigned to de- 


ride it, and that he onght to be had before the 
Vilter 
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Viſier, for bis prophate dtterzpt. So that out 
Country-rhan was forced to eſcape privily, 
for fear of betag brought in queſtion. . 

I ſhall conclude this obſervation with what ' 
Hottinger relates of one Ahmed Thu Ali, who 
being in ſome great want of Money, pawned 
an exemplar of an Alcoran, with other ſmall 
Works, both in Verſe and Proſe,to the Duke 
of Sylva; which the faid Duke profer'd to 
Hottinger , at the price it was pawn'd for. 
Hottinger (as himſelf relates) was glad of 
the occaſion to procure a Book he had ſo 
long defired ; who receiving it into his poſ- 
ſeſſion , freely uicd it in the preſence of the 
ſaid Ahmed Tha Ali, withont moleſtation of 
reproach. But Alz's occaſions drawing him 
out of Afrique,and Hottinger's into his own 

Country ; after three years, Ahmet cameto 
Leida, and there made his Application to the 
learned Golizs, whom he inceflantly 1impor- 
tuned to procure for him the copy of the 
Alcoran in Hottingers poſſeſſion 5 and would 
not deſiſt till he had obtained from Golins 
an earneſt Letter to that purpoſe. This Al- 
coran Hottinger had illuſtrated with Margt- 
nal Notes, out of the Famous Commenta- 
ries of Beidavi, and pointed it with great 1n- 
duſtry. Sothat by the Mahumedique Laws, 
it was wholly become uſeleſs to the Moor , 
and unlawful for him to receive: it again: 
Which thing being urged nato 4/;, he no 
; E 2 whit 
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whit deſiſted ; but with a doubled importu- 
nity, deſired to have it reftored to him , for 
no other reaſon, than to have it burned;that 
being the only luſtration, whereby he thought 
it capable to be purified from the filth it had 
contracted by the Chriſtians Notes and »ſage. 
In ſhort, the Moors reſpett to the Alcoran is 
ſo egregious, that they ſo far honour all 
written Paper for its ſake, as to take up 
every little ſcript where they find it, and 
having kiſſed it, they ſtop it up in ſome 
chink of a Wall : ſaying, It is no ſmall ini- 
quity that any Papers ſhould be troden under 
foot, in which may be written ſomepart of 
the Alcoran,and the Name of God, That the 
Alcoran .is writ in Metre, was never queſti- 
oned by any, but the great Scaliger, who 
conſidering the nature of the Arabique 
Tongue , concluded it very uncapable of 
Ryme and Verſe. But upon ſecond thoughts 
he grants, there is to be found init a kind of / 
Ryme, but without any table proportion. 
For the word that ſhould make up the Metre, 
is either too near, or too diſtant from that 
which ſhould make the Harmony. And 
thole who have purpoſely conſidered this 
matter , grant , that the Alcoranis a very 
rude Poem; and the things thereia contain- 
ed, areſo looſe and incoherent, that Moſes 
Amyraldus thought them rather the ragings 
of a Man1n a Feaver, or the Enthuſiaſms. of 
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a Drunkard , than the inſpirations of God, 
or the ſentiments of a ſober conſiderare 
perſon. 
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CHAP. XI. 


Of the Sunc, its Name, Contents, 


and Circumftances of its ColleGion, 
&c. FEY 


Eſtdes the Alcoran , the Mahumediſts 

have another Book in little leſs venera- 
tion than it , which is known by the Name 
of Zuna, or Sune , which ſignifies a. Way or | 
Law, or the following of the Sayings, Adi- 
ons, aud Connſels of Mahamed. This was 
written after his death, by ſome of his chief 
Diſciples. But through manifold #raxſcri- 
ption:s, it became ſo augmented by ſome, and 
abridged by others, and altered and mang- 
led by moſt Copies, that little remain'd en- 
tire of the Impoſtors Words and AGior 
Hereupon aroſe divers Readings, and there 
by no ſmall confuſion. But leſt in, this- 
troubled variety of Copies , the true Sun? 
ſhould be-utterly loſt, to the irrepara 
damage of the Mahumedan Religion'z an 
Alkalife , or King of the Moors, called a 
general Gouncil of Alfaquies or Prieſts , 
ah E 3 Learned 
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Learned Men, and DoGcars; and appointed 
Damaſcus to be the place of their meetin 
Theſe by publick Proclamation he command- 
ed to bring with them all the Books that 
could be found written of the Sy-e, andof 
Mahumeds Words and Works. The Alfa- 
qzies and others, according to command , 
repaired to Damaſcus , and brought with 
them the ſaid Books. The Caliph ſeeing 
them in full Synod , communicated unto 
them the purpoſe and reaſon of their aſ{ſem- 
bly ; and then commanded, That ſ1x of the 
moſt Learned Alfaquies, and be(t read 1a the 
Sune , (hould be choſen for a ſeleft Com- 
mittee, out of the two hundred Prieſts that 
Were there met. The fix that were choſen, 
go under theſe Names, viz. Mxzlir, Boha- 
ri, Buhora yra, Anecery, Atermindi, Doud. 

* The Caliph being well pleaſed with the Ele- 
fion,as being Men of reputed Learning and 
Jategrity, called them to him , and com- 
manded them, that they ſhould go alone jn- 
to a Houſe, and cauſe all the pretended 
Books of the Sure to be brought unto them. 
And that each of them ſhould « himſelf cal- 
lect a Book of all the Sayirgs and Deeds. of 
Mabumed, which he ſhould canceive to be 
-true ;z and that they ſhould each entitle his 
Book with his own Name. The fix Prieſts 
did as they were commanded by the Caliph; 
and having finiſhed their task, they preſent- 
TT 18 <2 7 et 000 OAT 
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ed their Colletions to him ; which 'he no 
ſooner had received, than he delivered them 
to the whole Council, to be viewed and ex- 
amined. And theſe fix Books , being thus 
peruſed and approved, were preſerved, and 
all the reſt were ordered to be caſt into Ade- 
gele, a River near Damaſew. And the 
number of Books thus caft into the water , 
were no fewer than loaded two hundred 
Camels. This being done , an Edit went 
forth, That no Alfaqui, or Prieſt, ſhould dare 
fo read or keep any Book, but the ſix afore- 
ſaid; and that none ſhould mention any Say- 
ing or Deed of Mahumed , but ſuch as ſhould 2 
be found written in the ſaid Books 5 and © 
that all Muſſelmen or Believers of Mahumed, i 
ſhould receive theſe Books Jer 4 Irue and au- 
thentick, as if they were the very Alcoran if 
felf 5, and that they ſhould receive equal reve- 
rence with it. | 

In this manner Mahnmeds Sect was reſto» 
red,and the Caliph 3 who procured this Re- 
ſtauration, is to- this day celebrated fo 
Saint, Burt it ſeems this was not enough to 
prevent future Sets : for by reaſon of ſome 
dubious and contrary paſſages found inthe 
ſaid Books, there aroſe ſeveral interpreta- 
tions thereof, which occaſioned ſeveral opt- 
nions, and thereupon ſeveral Sets. Where- 
of theſe four are the more remarkable.” Firſt, 
the Sect of Mel:ch,of which are all the Mayors | 
E 4 | of 
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of Medina, and thoſe of Africk. The fe- 
cond Sett follow the opinion of A/afiby 5 
of which are the Moors of Mecca, and the 
adjacent Countrey. The third Sect 1s that 
of Hambeli , whereof are the Moors of Ar- 
menia and Perſia. The laſt Set is made up 
of thoſe who follow the opinion of Abuham- 
fa. So that by reaſon of the different in- 
terpretations given by theſe four DoCtors of 
\ the Suze, theſe ſeveral Sects aroſe among the 

Mahumediſts. And the differcnces of theſe 

Secs chiefly conſiſt in matters of Judica- 

tures, Marriages, and Dzvorces ; and thoſe 

Ceremonies which reſpe& their Waſhings, 

when they make their Sal4or Prayer. 

Now , ſpeaking of the Sure, as it con- 
tains 1n ſix Books the Deeds and Sayings of 
Mahxumed , we find them reduced to four 
kinds. Firſt, the Cabch, or certain and true, 
which contain all the Words and Works of 
Mahumed , which his Wife Ay/cha, and his 
ter Diſciples, atteſt to have been ſpoken 
and done by him. 

Secondly, all thoſe Words and Works of 
Mezhumed which are reported by his other 
Wives, without the atteſtation of Ay/ſcha 
- and his chief Diſciples, are called Dabif, or 

Defective. - | 

' Thirdly, thoſe Words and Works of Mq- 

hwmed, which have only the teſtimony of the 

Learned and principal Men of his time, and 
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never came to the Lnpaias 'of » his her 
Diſciples, nor of Ayſcha, are called Maneef, 
or Abrupt. 

Fourthly , all thoſe Words and Works 
which are delivered by his chief Doctors, .as 
proceeding from Makes after he was ſick 
and infirm, are accounted weak,and called by 
the Moors Zaquini.All theſe differencesare to 
be met with (faith my Author) in the Preface 
to the Book of Flowers,which 1s an Epitome 
of the fix Books of the Sane , and contains 
only ſuch Words and Actions of Mabumed, 
as are accounted Trwe and Certain. 

There is yet another Book (which ſome 
Travellers report they have ſeen in the Tur- 
ſ11que Court) called Awſaph; which 1s 
eſtecmed fo ſacred , that they will not ſuffer 
it to be Tranſlated into any Language out 
of Arabique. Some ſuppoſe that 1t 1s tothe 
Alcoran, as our Service-Book to the Bible: 
others ay, i it is an ExtraCt of the Alcoran : 
and others conjecture it to be a ſhort Gloſs 
. or Paraphraſe thereon. This Book 1s had ih fo 
{ingular reverence, that none 1s permitted to 
touch it either with unwaſht or naked hands. 
When it is read in the Ghurch , the people 
give it a devont attention 3 and the Reader 
may not hold 1t lower than his girdle. And 
having done reading therein , 4 gives it 2 
reverend kiſs 3 and then touching it with his 
eyes, with great decency lays. 1t up i its 

phice. 
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place. And yet the reſpe& given this Book, 
1s not more than the Moors ordinarily beſtow 
upon all Books of their Religion : which 
(indeed) they treat with a Veneration wor- 
thy of the ſubje& they are pretended to con- 
tain. For I have ſeen them taking a Book 
of Devotion in their hands,prefently to hold 
it uptoward Heaven, ſaying, Di//ah, i. e. 
It is from God; and then holding it to their 
Eyes, Heart, and kiſſing it, either peruſe, or 
lay it aſide, $3 | 
Having given this fhort account of the 4/- 
coran and Syne, I re-aſſume the proſecution 


of the progreſs of Mahumediſm. 
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Of the firſt Proſelytes of Mahumed, 
which be gained during the time he 


held a Conventicle in Mecca. 


He Revelation that Mahamed pretend- 

ed to have received from Heaven, to 

ſet all thoſe Slaves at liberty who would 
embrace his Docrine, had not that effe&t 
which he expected. For after ſome years of 
Conventicling at his own houſe, we find 
but Nine that he perſwaded to receive him 


for a Prophet: Namely , Zeydiz, ca_— 
Alt 
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Al; the Son of- 4Abitaleb, Otman'the Son of 
Aﬀan, Leiber Ben- Awani, Abdorrahman the 
Son of Anfa, Zaad , Abuwakas, Theidala 
the Son of Algiarani, Indeed the Law of 
releaſing Captives, cauſed many of that qua= 
lity to reſort to his Conventicle , and to be 
conſtant hearers of his private Preaching : 
but Mahumed being as yet deſtitute of any 
competent power to put the Pretended Di- 
vine Lawin execution, few Slaves durſt for- 
ſake their Patrons to become his followers. 
During the time of his private inſtrufting 
at his own houſe, he conſtantly inſiſted up- 
on ſuch points, as bore the greateſt oppo- 
ſition to the opinions held by the Idolaters 
of the place. As firſt, that the Idol AlJeza 
was only the work of Mens hands, and the 
Worſhip thereof an invention of the Devil. 
Secondly, that there was but one true God, 
who was the Maker of all things. T hardly, 
that after men were dead, they ſhould riſe 
again. - Fourthly, that there was to be a 
laſt and final Judgment. Fifthly,that there 
wasa Paradiſe and a Hell; that the joys of 
the one, and pains of the other, wereeter- 
nal. All which were denyed by the Idola- 
ters of Mecca. And concerning all theſe, 
Mahumed pretended that he taught nothing 
but what was commanded by Gabriel the 
Arch-angel. $ | ton 
But that which moſt advanced the cre 
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i of his Docrine, was the- converſion of 

HY Omar Alhatas and Ubecer, .Nobles of Mecca, 

; (whoſe Daughters Mahnmed afterwards Mar- 

|| ried) and very gracious with the Meckezes. 

| Theſe with their Houſhold increaſed AMa- 
humeds Congregation to the number of forty 
perſons , all ſpecial zealots for his Religion. 
 Mahumed confident of the quality of Omar 
$ and Vbechar, and the place they held among 
j the people, began to be more open in his 
| deſign. But ſtill at Mecca meeting with 
| - Nothing but rejection, he weat to Tairfra, 

| hoping to meet with better , but found the 

ſame entertainment; which moved him to go 

to Awaz, and Maſtag ; where his ſucceſs was 

 confiderable, for no fewer than 75 perſons 

& bound themſelves by Oath to propagate and 

 ______ maintain his Law. Out of theſe ſeventy five 

Profelytes, he choſe twelve, whom he com- |/ 

milſioned to diſperſe his Dodrine ; who ac- 

cording to the warmth uſual to new Con- 

j verts, proſecuted the ſame with no ſmall ha- 
zard and induſtry. But Omzar and Ubechar 
relying upon their power and intereſt with 
the people of Afecca, and confident their 
example would be very prevailing with the 
multitude,they reſolved to publiſh what 24- 
bumed had kept ſecret, and openly to. read 
ſuch Chapters as, he ſaid, were ſent him from 
Heaven. But the other Grandees of Mecca 

{o far diſguſted the deportment of theſe two 

= Nobles, 
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Nobles, eſpecially their decrying ofthe Wor- 
ſhip of the great Idol 4Zeze, which they 
and their Fathers adored as their God , that 
they reſolved upon their ſpeedy ſuppreſſion, 
and utterly to ſtifle the new Dodrine of 
' Mahumed. And holding a conſultation to 
this end, it was concluded , that Mahamed 
ſhould be put to death. The Coraiſhites were 
chief in this Conſpiracy ; who being Men 
of Honour, and conf(idering that Mahnmed 
was one of their own Tribe, they thought 
the clandeſtine death of their. Kinſman , 
would turn to their 1rreparable diſgrace. 
And looking upon him rather as a Lung- 
tique, than a Prophet, they began to deem 
him worthier of their pity than revenge, 
'Tis moſt certain, by many exprefſions"of 
/the Alcoran, that Mahwwed was at firſt lobk- 
ed upon as an Idiot , Sorcerer , Lyer, ani 
Demoniack Rymer. And as he walkd in 
the ſtreets, the people would fequendy hl 
after him, ſaying, in ſcorn and mockery, 
Behold the Prophet ! there goes he that wil 
deſtroy our Ged ! And this continued during 
the time Mabumed ſtayed at Mecca, whic 
ſome ſay was ten years after he began his 
Sect. But notwithſtanding all this, the Im- 
poſtor did not deſiſt from Conventiclng 3 
but every night preached at his own Houle, 
whither reſorted divers of the Meckezes , 


but rather to droll upon, than reſpe& his ſay- 
ES _ ings 
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ings. And of ſuch mean eſteem were the 
Chapters he diſperſed, that the more dif- 
cerning ſaid , That they were nothing but a 
few old ſlories put into ſcurvy Ryme. It has 
been uſually delivered upon this ſubject, 
That a Chriſtian Monk, and a Jew, were 
Mabumeds great afliſtants in deviſing the Al- 
coran; but neither the Gloſlers upon the 
Alcoran , nor the moſt authentique Legend 
of his Life , take any notice thereof. It is 
true indeed , that thereis a general agree- 
ment (in the Hiſtory of Mahumed) how he 
was aſſiſted with two Chriſtian ſlaves, well 
verſed inthe Old and New Teſtament; and 
that from them he received feveral paflages 
of the Bible , which hefeems to have con- 
fuſedly mixt ia the Alcoran. The Meckezes 
too, are often found to upbraid the Impoſtor 
for his familiarity with ſeveral Jews and 
Chriſtians; and how that out of the imper- 
fect informations he pickt up from them of 
their Religion , he patcht up his own. But 
how ever their conjectures might vary con» 
cerning the Authority and frame of his Do- 
arine, the Meckezes reſolved to ſuppreſs it 3 
which forced him to leave Mecca:; of which 
 1nthenext Chapter. 
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C H A P. XIIL 


How Mahumed was forced to leawe 
Mecca, and flie to Medina. Of bis 
diſputes with the Fews there, A 
ſhort account of the Hegira. 


Hile the fame of Mahbumeds New 
Dodrine filled Mezca with various 
opinions concerning it., and that it received 

- daily additions of new Proſelytes; the minds 
of the chief Gitizens were more and more 
incenſed againſt him ; eſpecially when they 
perceived, that under the pretence of Reli- 
gion, he deſigned an Empirez and he was 
a Prophet in ſhow, but a Tyrant inprojeda. 

This awakened a!l their Counſels and En- 

deavors to cruſh his enterprize in the ſhell; 

but yet they could not agree of the Method. 

Two Accounts I meet with of this affair; 

the one is taken out of Beidavz , which is . 

thus : The Koraiſhites (faith wy upon an aft- 

pointed time , met inthe Porch of their own. 

Temple, to conſult about the ſuppreſſion 

Mahumed 5 where the Devil alſo aſſembled 

with them, in the>ſbape of an Old Man, and 

ſaid, T have heard far from this place, that 
| "IP 
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ye are met to deliberate about a matter of 
great moment; T1 have a deſire to be of your 
Council. Whom when they had admitted, one 
Abultachthar opened the buſineſs , and gave 
advice to bind Mahumed in chains, and to 
caſt him into Priſon; and to ſtop all the holes 
except one, whereat he might receive viduals. 
But the Devil objected, that the Multitude 
would by force ſet him at hiberty. Then 
ſtood up one Haſchan Ber Amru, laying, We 
had better baniſh Mahumed oxr Territories , 
and enjoyn him never to return again. But 
this Counſel was alſo rejected by the Devil, 
alleadging, That Baniſhment would but give 
him a fairer opportunitie to gather and muſter 
 Proſelytes into an' Army, and thereby to re- 
venge himſelf upon his Baniſhers. Upon 
this, Abughaliel adviſed to put him to death, 
as the only expedient againſt: all future jea- 
louſies and dangers. Andthis advice was ap- 
proved of by the Old Man,whom the friends 
of Mahumed ſay, was the Devil that appear- 
ed in that form. But all their Connſels were 
znfatuated, by ſome ſecret information which 
Mahumed had thereof ; And ſome bluſh not 
to.tell us , That the whole plot was revealed 
unto him by the Angel Gabniel. 
Another account of the Koraiſhites Con- 
{piracy againſt Mahymed,l find taken out of 
 Abunazar the Son of Abderrachman ; and it 


ts to this purpoſe, | 
Fhe | 


The Houſe 'of: Mecce (that is, 3the-Tery. E. 
ple) was the uſual place where the Mecke> 
zes uſed toallemble, when they. deliberated 
about matters of importance: \ Here | they 
met to conſult how to ſuppreſs the Propher. 
There were chiefly five. who: were of this 
Confpiraciez to wit, '0thba, $hebbibab, Abit 

Ghahel, Abulbachir, and 4457. | Theſe en- 
_ triag| into a Room! of their 'Temple ; 4blis 
(or the Devil) ny hkeneſs of an þ ag 
leaning upona ſtafl; came in-amongſt them z 
ST commanded: to:retire ; becauſe 
the bufineſs about whichithey were met to 
conſult, was of great ſecrefie. |-; But 4b/ir told 
them, That he was the old Negidhepis , who 
had ſeen ages, and: had; lai rence of 
things ;, that be knewbow to' affairs, 


diſpatch 
and to wnriddle ſecret [matters3 and there- 
fore begg d leave to be at their Counſels.| They 
granted his ſuit.z and 0thba told: him\, That 
they were met to aduiſe about the Juppreſſoon 
of Mahumed, and: bis DoGrine; and added 
alſo, that he was of opinion the Impoſior 
ſhould not be medled with, but toleaue hin 
| #o the puniſhment of their God (meaning their, 
| Idol 4eze) whom he had Blaſphemed. But 
Ablis told them , That if Mahumed were les © 
alone , before he dyed he would fillthe World © 
with' bis Impoſiure , and gather ſuch num- © 
bers of Set aries,as would vangquiſh both them , © 
and their City. Tn laying of Ablis ens -— 
If w1 
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with. great .approbation ,- and moved $cha" 
blibah to preſs for his inſtant confinement: 
But 4blis anſwered,that that would only en- 
Page his friends ro arm for his enlargement ; 
- and thereforeAazi Ber Vail thought it would 
be moſt proper to ſet him npon a Camel, and 
ſend him to periſh in the defart. But this 
was alſo diſliked by Ablis,becauſe if it ſhould 
happen that Mahrmed ſhould fall into the 
company of Men , his comelineſs of Perſon, 
and eloquence of Language, would quick- 
ly move them to pity, and relieve his con- 
dition. Atlaſt , 4b Gahel thought it the 
ſafeſt way to hire ſome deſperate fellows to 
fall upon him ſuddainly, and deſtroy him. 
And 4bl;sand the reſt unanimoully approv'd 
of it; and ſo they broke up their Council, 
1n order to put this laſt advice in execution. 
But all'(fay his flatterers) was by the Angel 
Gabriel quickly made known unto Maha» 
»1ed,, whom he adviſed to provide for his 
eſcape. So ſaith the Alcoran in the eighth 
Surat —— Seeing that Infidels lay ſnares for 
thee, the moſt high God commandeth thee to 
depart from Mecca, and to'go'to Medina, _ 
And having thns briefly ſet dowa the true 
occaſion of Mahbameds leaving Mecca, ..the 
manner thereof comes next to be confide+ 
red. Though the plot of the. Meckezes 
_ was early known unto: him, yet before he 
could provide for his departure, all the Ave» 
nUCS 
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nyes of the Town were beſet with the Ypyes 
and Guerds of his Enemies z whoſe watch- 
fulneſs Mzchnmed is ſaid to have deceived by 
Sorcery , though his SeQaries call it a Mt- 
racle. Andit was thus: Mabumed amecting 
his Proſelytes at the place and hour appointed, 
and finding ll the Paſſages obſtruFed by hif 
adverſaries, he commanded ' his Converts 40 
Lay duſt upon the heads of their Horſes,and to 
caſt ſome handfuls into theair, and then to 
lay the reins upon the necks of their horſes ,and. 
to read theſe words of the Alcoran: They took 
4 veil in their hands and about them, Jugs 
they blinded their enemies, that they ſaw 
nothing. And 1a. this poſture they-palled 
thorow the Guards of their Enemies undil- - 
covered, and,cameſafe to Medines, former< 
ly called Jaty;b or Tribick, ten days journey 
from. Mecca, His coming thither was very 
ſucceſsful, for he was by ſeveral received for 
a Prophet; .and during the thirteen years he 
tarried. there , he finiſhed the Alcoran. | 
Medina was very. populous, both with 
Jews and Pagans; and while many of the 
latter became Mahumeds caſte Conqueſt the 
former (toutly refiſted him, -ſcoffiag: at ſe- 
veral paſlages of his Dodrine, and dilpu- 
ting the Authority of ; his Miſhon. ' And 
when they required him to atteſt the Divine 
Power of his Apoltleſhip: by ſuch Miracles 
as their awn Moſes and Prophets ha 
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before him, He returned no other anſwer , 
but, That God was his witneſs, whoſe teſtimo- 
niewss ſufficient : That he came not to work 
Miracles,but to reduce thoſe that went aſtray, 
and to render them ſubje&# tothe Law of God 
ard Abraham. He told them hkewtle, That 
divers Prophets had wronght Miracles , and 
yet were n0t believed, but underwent mani- 
fold perſecutions. And then inſtanced in 
Hadir , Zamud , Zaleh; which were never 
read or heard of, but in his own Alcoran. 
Amidl(t the various diſputes with the Jews, 
Mahumed is ſaid to have prattiſed a marvel- 
lous artifice tn -loading the Law of Moſes 
with large*Encomiums , ever profefiing he 
had 'no other deſign, but to compleat it with 
his owr. - The like policie he uſed 1n mag- 
nifying the Jewiſh Prophets , and their holy 
Men. But all this had ſmall influence upon 
them, whoſe contradicting of his Doctrine 
met with no abatement, till he-encounter'd 
it with an Armed power, which both at the 
firſt' opening ' of Mahamediſm, and ever 
- fince,' has been the chief propagator of that 
curſed Herefie. | 
In his flight from Mecca, Mahnmed want- 
ed not the Conſolation of his Companions ; 
of whom the chief was Abxbecer, whoſe zeal 
for the Dodrine 6f his Son-in-law,purchaſed 
him with thoſe of the-ſame Sect the renown- 
ed 7i#le of Juſt over the Religions a; 
_ Or 
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(for ſo MahumedanWriters ſtyled the Compa- 
nions of Mahumeds Flight) Abdalla Ihe Arta- 
kat was Captain. And it ts obſerved, that. 
not one of Mahumeds Converts ſtayed be- 
hind him, fave his Son. in-law 4/z, who ob- 
tained leave.to tarry but three days at Mecca, 
to diſpoſe of his concerns. At the expira- 
tion of which time, he way to haſten after 
them. Mahumed with this Retinue enter'd 
Medina about noon , upon a Monday, ſay 
ſome ; others {ay, upon'a Thurſday; which 
was the twelfth of the former Rabiah. The 
news of whoſe coming arrived Medina before 
his perſon ; which cauſed Chaled 4bi Job to 
have Lodgings ready for him, where he tar- 
ried till other Houſes were fitted for .his en- 
tertainment. After Mabxmed had left ec 
ca , ſeven perſons of good: quality appea- 
red in vindication of his Dodrine; theſe 
were Balal, Zohiah, Chabbab, Ammar, Abs 
Haudal, Abes, and Sohail. All which being 
forced to leaye Mecca for fear of the Korgi- 
ſhites, were honoured with the name of Ke- 

ligiops fugitives , or Men that fled for the 
ſake of Religion. 

As to the computetion fo well known by 
the Name of Hegira, I have little to ob- 
ſerve, beſides, that with Myhumediſts it pro- 
perly (ignifies a Pzlgrimage for the cauſe of 
Religion, Next, thatit hapned in the: 54 
being 622 of our Re- 
F3 demption. 


_ aty, when he was perſecuted by the Mee- 


( 50 n. 
demprion. third that it &; now the 
common and fixed "Þ, of all Mahamedens, 
and took its na from Mahitzeds fight 
to Zatrib, now called Mediz2 talnabi, or the 
City of the Prophet;Becauſe it was his SanQu- 


kezes. 
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CHAP. XIV. 
Of Mahumeds firſt Wars. 


He firſt year of Mahymeds new ra, 
was ſ1gnalized with the White Banner 


which he gave to his Unkle Hamze , whom 


he ſent with thirty Mxſul-ir to propagate 
his Doqrine. This firſt Eflay of his Milita- 
ry attempts came to nothing. £&nd weread 
not. of any more till the Battle of Bader, 
where ſeveral of the chief of the Koraiſhites 
were cut off. This hapned upon the 157th of 
Ramadan,being Friday,in the later end'of the 


ſecond of the Hegira. While the more war- 


like of Mahumeds Profelytes thus followed 

the field , he himſelf omitted noartifice to 
gather Profelytes at home ; and the number 

of theſe increaſed accordin to the Tron? 
fes of the other. When he found any Of - 
his Converts flag in their feat Ko), hy” Abe | 
either 


+5; Miki wes 
either his aZ:0xs5 or Doctrine , he. aQuated 
the one, and ſilenced the ather, with ſuch 
Chapters as he pretended to be ſent him” 
from Heaven ; all which were afterward 10- 
ſerted in the Alcoran, and they bear the 
Title of Chapters made at Medina. "Th 
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Mabumed feigned Revelations, according 
to his purpoſe , and had a Verſe from Ga-+ 
briel always ready to adjuſt his Exterpri- 
LAT ; | 
As he was zealouſly proſelytizing at Afe- 
dina , news came that Abuſophian Ben- Ha- 
reth was going into Syria wy conſidera - 
Fe Caravan of the Goods $ the Korai- 
vztes - upon tidings whereof, 1 ulmin 
were :nffantly barcht to 319 ia and 
plunder them. And the Infidels (as the Ma- 
humediſts call them) though a thouſand in 
number , were totally diſcomfited, ſeventy 
being ſlain upon the place, as many more ta- 


: 


ken Priſoners and the reſt put to flight , lea- 
ving their Goods a Booty to the Muſulmir , 
whereof only fourteen were ſlatn,or fell Mar- 
tyrs (for, for Martyrs, all are accounted, who 
die in defence of that Religion.) This Victo- 
ry is highly celebrated in the 4Arabzar Chro- 
nicles; and in the Alcoran, 1s produced 36 | 
ſignal teſtimony of Gods appr of the 

juſtice of Mahbumediſm : tor the Mx/ulmin 
are .bid ta conlider,, That though their Bre- 
thren were far inferiour in upmber to the In- 


" fidels, 


a... OM 
fidels, yetthey overcame them , becauſe they 
fought in the way of the Lord. 

But no leſs than a Miracle affiſted the My- 
ſul-in 19 this Battelz for their Enemies eyes 
are ſaid to have (een double, and thereup- 
on to have thought the Mahamedans thrice 
as many as they were, and of larger ſtature 
than ordinary, From which imagination 
they ſuffered more, than from their adver- 
ſaries. It js. very obſervable, that many of, 
if notall , thoſe parcels of the Alcoran where 
the fight of the Infidels is ſpoken of, and how 
God fought for the Believers , are by the 
Commentators on the Alcoran generally un- 
derſtood of this Victory gained over the Ca- 
ravan. But after this, we hear no more of 
Mahumeds Battels, till the fifth of his Hegira, 
when no leſs than ten thouſand Fews and Ko- 
raiſhites ſet upon the Mahumedans,who with 
an inconſiderable loſs, gave them a total 

overthrow. In the ſame year hapned alſo 
the Battel with the Korazde, whom Ma- 
bumed Belteged twenty five days; who at 
laſt, oppreſſed with want, ſurrendred them - 
ſelves up to Saad Ber Maad (who was yet 
ſcarce recovered of the Wonnds he received 
in the former Battel.) The Koraide being 
now wholly at $aads diſpoſal, he command- 
ed all the Men to be pnt to death, and the 
Women and Children to be 'made Slaves. 
Whereupon, between ſix or ſeven hundred 
ED. Ys _ perſon 


perſons were ſlain ; among whom was He 
bibs, the Son of Ahbtab, who 'was' General. 
And all the Men being thus deſtroyed; the 
Children, Women, and Goods, were divided 
among the My/#lmin. This Battel is cal 
led Preliums Foſſe, becauſe the ſlain were 
caſt into the ditches digp'd in the field - of 
Medina for that porpole. p21 
In the ſixth year of the Hegira, Mahamed 
had ſeveral conflits with his Enemies ; the _ 
chief whereof was the Battel with the A4- 
ſtalaki, whom he utterly vanquilſht, taking 
the Women and Children captive. Among 
whom was Gjzweira. the Daughter of Ha- 
rith,whom Mihumed afterward Married,and 
for her Dowry he releaſed all her Kindred 
whom he had taken Priſoners. | In the ſame' 
year likewiſe fell out the Battel of Haditie, a 
place near Mecca, in the way to Gjudda ; 
which proved ſo advantageous to Mabumed, 
that his Enemies (the Korazſbites) ſought his 
friendſhip. A League was concluded be- 
twixt them for ten years,upon theſe Articles. 
7. That during that time the Koraiſhites 
ſhould have free liberty- to follow - their | 
Tillages. 2. That any (who had a minde) 
of the Koraiſhites , might go to Mahumeds 
party ; and likewiſe thoſe of the Mahyme- 
dans, who deſired, had, during the making 
of the Truce; leave to join themſelves to the 
Koraiſhites; ' 3. That after the Truce was 
7:1 | | made, 
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made, if aty of the Koraiſbites fled to Ma- 
bamed, 


without leave of the Gayernour, he 
ſhonld be ſent back unto him: but if any 
of the Mahamedeavus revolted, he ſhould not 
be ſent. back. 4. That if Mahbumed with 
his Souldiers ſhould that year return to Mec- 
ca, they were not tocnter with more Arms 
than was uſual for Trayailers , nar to (tay 
there above three days. 

This League, on Mabymeds (ide, was 
cfieted by Sahlas the Son of Omar, and 
committed to writing by 41: the Son of 4bx- 
talih. The ſame year (ſaith Elmacinews, in 
Hiſt. Sarac. p. 7.) Mahaumed was inaugurated 
(what he means by it I know not) under a 
Tree, which afterward was ſwept away, as 
they report, by a great flux of water. 

On the ſeventh year of the Hegrra, -one 
of Mahameds Wives having a Son that was 
a Carpenter , ſhe moved her Husband that 
he ſhould make him a Pulpit. To which he 
readily conſented, having before leaned up- 
on a ftaff while be officiated ana the Tem- 
ple they had built. This Pulpit was made of 
white Tamariſk, and aſcended by two ſteps, 
and had in it a convenient ſeat. In which 
condition it remain'd until the Reign of 
Muxuavias the'Son of Abuſofian, who raiſed 
it :{tx ſteps higher 3 1n which ſort.it continu- 
ed until 0/#xaz the Son of 4far.covered: it 
with Tapeſtry. Elmacinus Hip. Sarge, lib. 1. 
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In this year hapned the Battel of . Cþazbar, 
where Mahamed was abſolute Victor 3 and 
purſuing his Conqueſt , took ſeveral Forts 
and Caſtles. His perſonal valour and danger 
were here very remarkable. Watzha and 
Selalima, two great Cittadels, coſt him no 
ſmall hazard and loſs to ſubdue them. But 
having made himſelf Maſter thereof, with 
valt ſtores of Riches, he ſpared the Belieged, 
upon condition that they ſhould annually 
pay him conſiderable Tributes , and that 1t 
ſhould be at his pleaſure to turn them out 
of their Countrey when he thought fit. The 
Inhabitants of Badre were taken into the 
ſame League , as alſo many Jews, who all 
enjoyed the benefit of the Truce until the 
Reign of Omar the Son of Alchitabs who 
underſtanding how Mahamed had ſaid upon 
his death-bed, Let ot two Religions concur in 
Arabia, interpreted the words of the ejeQti- 
on of thoſe Inhabitants who were not Mz- 
humedans. But to return : Mahumed by 
his ſucceſſes in the fo:e-mentioned Battels 
was grown ſoformidable, that his Adverſa- 
ries deſpaired to prevail againſt him by open 
War; whereupon , they had recourſe to 
ſtratagem. And here Elmacinxs tells us, how 
one Z4inab,the Daughter of Alharzt a dePeſes 
attempted to take away Mabumeds lite, with 
a, joint of Mutton exquiſitely poyſoned. But 
HMabumed taſting thereof, inſtantly ſpit it 

| out, 
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- out, ſaying , This Mntton tells me that it is 
poyſoned, And. his delivetance herein js 
reckoned among his Miracles, as ſhall be 
Thowa in a Chapter of that Subject. bs 
| This year Mabumed proved 1o ſuccesful in 

Arms, that all the Country about Mecca and 
Medina were ſubje& to, or in League with 
him. And he had propagated his Victories | 
(which were now become the chief method-| 

of proſelytizing)the eighth of the Hegira,had | 

not the Meckezes diverted him, who all on | 
the ſuddain violated their Faith with Aahby- | 
med , and became Truce-breakers, to their 
utter overthrow. For Mahumed finding 
them to have broken their Articles, came 
againſt them with ten thouſand Men, who 
were ſuffered to enter Mecca, upon con- 
dition that they ſhould put nqne to the 
Sword : which was granted to all except a 
few , whom he choſe rather to kil!, than to 
ſurvive to the diſturbance of his new King- 
dome. Elmacings ſaith, that all the people 
of Mecca at this time turn'd 24uſulmin, tol- 
lowing therein the example of Abbas the Son 
of Abdulmutalib, and Abuſofian the Son of 
Harith, 
Bat his ſucceſs at Mecca was greatly cloud- 
ed by the overthrow he ſuffered in the vale of 

Honani; where the Pagan Arabians under the 

command of Melick, Son of Afi, put the 


Miſulmin to flight, and purſued them to the 
Gates 
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Gates of Mecca , where Mahnmed with a 
Javelin in his hand Oppag their entrance, 
upbraiding them with Cowardice, and bid- 
ing them reſtore the Battel , promiſing them 
the affiſtance of many Myriads of Angels. 
Whereupon,returning, and coming unawareg 
upon the Enemy, who were now careleſs 
through ſucceſs, they utterly overcame them : 
and taking Captive 'the Women and Chil- 
dren,the Men that efcaped afterward became 
pa upon condition their Wives and 
little ones fhould be reſtored them. - | 
The laſt Battel'that hapned in Mahnaeds 
life-time , was that of Tebxc , with the Prin- 
ces of Daxma and Eilz; whom having over= 
come, he received to peace, upon. condition 
of receiving from them a yearly Tribute. 
Here great rewards were beſtowed upon the 
Araiyty Oſman, and a numerons company of 
Proſelytes came in' unto Mahrmed. This 
hapned the ninth of the Hegira, in whiek 
year Mahumed went to Mecca,where having 
ſpent ſome time in teaching and inſtrufing 
the people in his Law , he returned to Me- 
ding, where he died : of which in the next | 
Chapter. Ws 


CHAP. 
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C H A P. XV. 


of Mahumeds Death, and many re- 
 markable paſſages about it. . _ 


Ahbumedloaden with Military ſucceſles, 

V 1 and through fear or ignorance the 
Jews and Arabians having given up them- 
ſelves to his Religion ; elf at laſt was 
forced 'to yield to Mortality. To whighhe 
was prepared at firſt by a light Fever, which 
at length iacreaſed to.{uch violence , that.1n 
a:great degree it ſeem'd to bereave, him of 
his ſenſes. His carriage under: this diſtemper 
was very remarkable. , Some ſay , that he 
deſired to change many:things which he. he- 
fore- had delivered z and. that. to..that end 
he call'd for Pen and Paper , ſaying, that he 
would write them a Book , which after. his 
death ſhould preſerve them: from Error.. But 
Ozzar hearing theſe /words,cryed aut, 4/as! 
#he Diſtemper grows violet. «por the Apoſtle 
of God : the Book of God (viz. the Alggran) 
3s ſufficient for #s. But their diſputes grew 
warm ; and ſome were deſirous that Pen and 
Paper might be brought to Mahymed , but 
Omar with many others denied it,confident- 


ly affirming, that #he Prophet knew not what 
he 


commanded them. all-to.depart,.and no far- . 
ther to'difpute; ſuch things i* bis preſerce; 
So that he writ nothing; which many. of 
his Followers bewail ; as fancying themſelves 
thereby to | have been defeated of many 
things, which\might have proved advanta- 
gious to their Religion. > 22 
Mahumed finding [his ſickneſs to increaſe 
upon him, andfalling into:the apprehenſion 
of his approaching Death ; . E/macinws ſaith, 
that he cammanded , Abubecer to pray with 
the people 3:-and that they ſaid ſeventeen 
Prayers -1tachis behalf: He fell fick (faith-the 
fame Author) upon the 28, of Sofar, and diet | 
upon Minday. the 12th of -the'former Rebi- 
4þ , | which ſome -affitm' was! his Birth-day,, 
andthe ſame day of the week on which-he 
fell tick; I Da 
But the news of his death: was very vart- 
ouſly entertained ; ſome denying it,as utterly 
impoſhble; ' concerving him to be immoertal;z 
|| crying out,. How can be be dur witneſs with 
| God, if bebe dead! and thereupon aftirmd, 
that he was not dead, but that he wastaken 
away as Jeſs the Son of ery had been be- 
fore him. - This ſtirred up the Multitude .to 


withſtand his Burial, conftantly affirrhin 

that he was not dead. Ozvzr. in this —_— 

took part with the people, and threatned; ta 

be the death 'of him who durſtſay the gee: 
| Oo 
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of God was dead; adding, That he was taken 
#þ into Heaven,” and gone away like Moles. 
While-the contention grew violent, Abxbecer 
ſtept in, and ſaid, Thowgh Mahumed be cer- 
tainly dead; yet the God of Mahumed can- 
0t dye, but liveth for ever. And then he 
proved his ſaying out of the Alcoran,which 
ſets down, that as others dyed who 1a their 
ſeveral times were Prophets, -ſo Mahumed 
was todye. And the people all reſted ſa- 
tisfied with Abxbecers Speech, and from 
thenceforth believed the Death of their Pro- 
phet.But no lefs contention hapned about his 
Burial; for thoſe Meckezes who had been 
the Companions of his Flight, pleaded that 
he ought'to be interr'd at Mecca, the place 
of his Birth ; the Medinezes, whoreceived 
him when he was - perſecuted from! Mecce, 
ſaid , that he ſhould rather be intombed at 
Medina, becauſe it was his 4/plamand refiuge 
in theday of his Aﬀidions, Others ſaid , 
it was both moſt convenient and laudable, to 
cqiry to , and.bury him at Jern/alem, the 
burying place of 'the Prophets. But at laſt 
they all agreed that he ſhould be buried at 
Medina, in the-Chamber of his Wife 4yſche, 
and' under the bed: wherein he che He 
died in the 63 year of-his age, / after he had 
| Merchanted 38, beentwo years in the Cave, 
lived at Mecca 10, and 13 at Meding. Pha- 
tema was the only Child that ſurvived him, 
| who 


of 


(8t) 
who lived but forty days after him. Hehad 
ſeven Wives, beſides Concubines. He was 
anſatiable 1n| his Luſts, and ſo enormous 
therein, that he ſpared no Mans bed. The 
filthineſs of whoſe life, was a plain demon- 
ſtration of the falſeneſs of his Prophecy, ac- 
cording to the rules of trying falſe Prophets 
laid down by Maimonides [in Moreth , lib. 
2. dp. 40.] In the tryal of a Prophet (laith 
that Learned Jew) #hox art to animadyvert the 
perfeFion of his perſon , to enquire diligent- 
ly into his ations, and to obſerve his conver- 
ſation + but the chief ſign whereby he s to be 
diſcerned, is the abdication and contemning 
of bodily pleaſures (which is the token of a 
wiſe Man , much more of a Prophet) and 
principally the filthineſs of Venery. By this 
ſegn God hath diſcovered all theſe who falſe- 
ly boaſted of the Spirit of Prophefie, ſo that 
the truth herein might eaſily be found of thoſe 
that ſought it , and errour be avoided. By 
which rule of Maimonides, if Mahumeds 
Prophetic Ofhce were duely examined, he 
would be found, as indeed he was, a moſt 
Peſtilent Impoſtor; being fofar from renoun- 
cing his /uſts, that he reckoned them among 
the chief Priviledges of his Prophetick Fun- 
Gion. I fhall cloſe up this Chapter, with 
remarking the groundleſneſs of that Traditi- 
on , Which makes Mahbxmed to be put into 
anZron Cheſt, that by the force of Load» 
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ſtones hangs i the air. Speaking with one 
_ Cidi Abſolom(upon his return from perform- 
Ing the Alhage to Mecca) he told me it was 
an idle fable exploded by the Mahumediſts 3 
who from this their conceit.of the Hanging 
Tomb , upbraid the Chriſtians with igno- 
rance intheir ſtory. 
 Mahbumed being dead, and the care of his 
Religion and Empire being devolved upon 
Abubecer , who for his zeal was ſtiled the 
Juſt The entrance of his Government was 
not alittle moleſted with certain Men, who 
pretended either to equal, or exceed !Mayha- 
med 1n his pretentions of a Prophet. Of 
theſe 4/ſwad was the firſt , who giving 1t out 
that he was.a Prophet, under that cloak drew 
many after him, with whoſe aid he made him+ 
ſelf Maſter of Zanaa, Nazrana, and Tayfa. 
And as he began to grow famous, he-was kil- 
ted 1n his own Houſe by one Firws Dailamms. 
After Abubecer had rid himſelf of Aſwad, 
one Taliha created hima ſecond diſturbance ; 
who likewiſe preſenting himſelf to the peo- 
ple as a fellow-Prophet to Muhammed, want- 
_ ed not credulous adherents, well fitted to ad- 
Juſt his proſecutions. But he was quickly 
put to flight by Chalid Bex-Walid : and upon 
the death of Abxbecer, came 1n to his Suc- 
cellor Omar , to whom he made an Oath of 
. Fidelity, and thereupon was permitted'to 
return to his Countrey. 
Myſeilema 
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Muſcilema wasthethird who pretendedto 
be a companion of Myhumed in this .pro- 
phetique Authority : he Married one Theg- 
jazis, who made her ſelf- a Propheteſs'; but 
in a very ſhort time ſhe forſook her Husband, 
and returned to her own people. Thevan- 
quiſhing of A4/e;lema colt much blood ; of 
his party no fewer than ten thouſand being 
{lain in one Battel 3 a wound which proved 
utterly uncurable to that Sect. 

The fourth great Pretender was one whom 
the Saracen Hiſtory calls Almoterabb?, or 
The Propheſter. An excellent Poet and Soul- 
dier; he in all things ſtudied to be like Mz- 
humed. He wrote an Alcoran, both in Verſe 
and Proſe; and was the moſt confiderable _, 
that ever rivall'd the Impoſtor:but ſome years 
after his death , all his followers were difhi- 
pated, and his Sect crumbled to nothing. 


= 
= . i 
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CH A P. XVI 


Containing ſome of the more remarkg- 


ble DoGtrines taught by Mahumed. 


— — — — 


— 


- 


He things taught by Mahrmed are 1@ 
| mixt and confuſed, that it 1s no ealt 
talk to range them under diſtin&t Heads. And 
yet they are not more medly'd in themſelves, 
G 2 - _. than 


(94) 

than diſfadvantageouſly repreſented by Wri- 
ters. Some hearing of Mzhumediſmr, think 
-itto be nothing but a bundle of zzcer ab- 

ſurdities, and a heap of monſtrous and diſ- 
ingenious Fables, wholly tending to the de- 
triment and ſubverſton of the Trath. Of 
which mind -I was my fe]f , till deſire of ſa- 
tisfaction therein , brought me tato a more 
ingenuous acquaintance therewith. And that 
I may give an unprejudiced account of the - 
principles of : Mahumediſm,l have conſulted 
with none but ſuch as have profeſſedly writ- 
ter upon this Theme. 'Tis true,that Mahu- 
 mediſm (tricity conſidered, 1s a hodge-podge 
of Judaiſm, Gentiliſm, and Chriſtianiſm ; 
which makes it have ſo many excellent things 
contained 1n it 3 and the very &lcoran tt 
ſelf, moſtly conſiſts of expreſs words of Scri- 
| pture. Ando ſubtle was Mabamed in the 

compoſure of his Do@rzxe , that he took it 

all ont of the Books of the two Teſtaments, 

and the Traditionals of the Fews ; adding 
little of his own , beſides ſome forry and r1- 
diculous ſtories , not at all relating to the 
points of his Religion. And yet notwith- 
ſtanding all this, ſo browleſs was this He- 
retique, that he was not aſhamad to tell the 
World, That all he Preached was ſent him 
immediately from Heaven. As to the main 
{ſtructure of this execrable Hereſie, the Alco> 
- ran aftords it to every Reader in our owa 
Language. 
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Language. ' But becauſe things therein: ar 

ſodilperſedly laid down, [ ſhall here — 
ſummary account of the chief points there- 
of, colleted out of the Saracen Authors. 
And firſt, Elzacinns bath reduced Mahume- 
diſm to Twelve Articles, namely: 


I. Tobelieve in one only God. 

2. Tolove and to adore him. 

3. To deſpiſe and renounce the worſoip of 
Idols. 

4. To obſerve Circumciſt ({/L | 

5- Strifly tockeep the Faſt of the Month 
Ramadan , (of Beni inſtitution I have al- 
ready ſpoken.1n my account of the Moreſco- 
Cuſtoms.) 

6. To pray, or repeat the Zala five times in 
the compaſs of a natural day. 

7. Tobecareful to pay T, yther. 

8. That every one who 3s able, . once in his 
life-time perform the Albage or Religious Pil- 
grimage to the Temple of Mecca. 

g. That they believe the Prophets and Apo-- 
ſales, and all the Books that were written ty 
theme. 

II. That Chriſt the Son of Mary is the 
Son of God, his Word, and his Apoſtle. _ 

12. That they acknowledge E >. Law ang 
the Goſpel. 


Lad 


Dn 


Theſe are the Twelve things comnianded 
6 3 by 


: " 
. a. A &:2 _ p 1 l Ma, . of - 1 n 
» « E \ 2 "2g VET " = - nt * Þ A. ( FA + 1 - 63,8 , 
o 
_ 
= 
( g f ; - 


by Mahumed; and all who ſhall dare to deny 
the belief and obſervation thereof , he com- 
mands to be compelled , or rnin'd by the 
Sword and War. This ſcheme of Doctrine 
was proclaim'd while Mahymed hved; and 
the Conſtitution thereof was ſo ſpecious, 
that not a few of other Religions were there- 
with ſo far allured, as to embrace it, and be- 
come his Proſelytes, To which many were 
the'more 1mclined, becauſe Mahxmed was now 
in condition to ſecure and protect his Fol- 
lowers. Beſides thoſe who owned htm for 
their Prophet , there were divers Jews, Ma- 
gicians, and Pagans, whom he took into his 
protection, npon their Oath of Fidelity,and 
promiſe of paying an annual Tribute, 

_ AnotherExtra& of Myhrmeds Religion, I 
hnd collefted ont of Ber- 4bzbecer, which he 
received from one Moghahed, who recerved 
it from Mahxmeds own mouth ; who told 
his ſaid contemporary Moghahed, that who- 
ſoever defired to enjoy Paradiſe, and would 
have God raiſe him up at the laſt day with the 
Apoſtles, Prophets, and Wiſemer , he was 
neceſlarily to obſerve and believe theſe Forty 
things 1. That there is a God. 2, Alaſt/day. 
3. A Book. 4. Prophets. 5. A ReſurreFion af- 
fer death. 6. Providence about good and bad 
things. 7. That there is one God, and Mahu- 
med hs Prophet. 8. To pray -at appointea 
times, kaving firſt waſht and made clean their 
| | Bodies. 


Bodies. 9. Payment of Tythes. 10. Faſt the 
Month of Ramadan. 11. To goin: Pilgrimage 
if they were able. 12. That in 24 hours they 
ſay 12 Recaas, and three Ex abundanti, to 
few their love of Devotion. 13. That they 
take no Uſury. 14. That they drink no Wine. 
I5.That they take nottheName of God in vain. 
16.That they judge not haſtily.17.That they de- 
fraud not their brethren, neither before their 
face, nor behind their backs. 18. That they 
wpbraid no Man for his deformity. 19. That 
they neither divorce, nor caſt off a4 chaſt 
Woman. 20, That they make no mans miſer; 
or misfortune matter of their ſport or law Fil 
ter. 21. That they caſt 20t off the fear of Gods 
puniſhments. 22.That they be no obtreFators,or 
given to Calumny and Back: biting. 22. That 
they give God thanks for every benefit they.re- 
ceive from hIm. 24. That they be patient it 
afflitions. 25. That they deſpair not of Gods 
mercy. 26, That they believe that all what 
happens to them was not appointed for another, 
for then it would have befaln him, 27. That 
God,to pleaſe his Creatures, is not angry with 
them. 28. That they prefer not this World be- 
fore that to. come. 29. That they do not cove- 
tonſly withhold from their Brother (that 1s,a 
Muſulman) what they defire of them. 30. That 
in the things of Religion they obſerve hins 
who is abovethem ; and in the things of the 
World, thoſe who are below them, 31. That 
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they ſwear not. 32. That they contra# no 
. Jriendſbip with the Devil. 33. That they bid 
farewell to all vanity. 34. That they devour 


not the Goods of the Orphan. 35. That they 


ſuppreſs Calumny. 36. That they inſtru@ their 


Family and Children in the things that may 
be ſerviceable to them with God, and lead 
them to the great and beſt God. 37. That 
they do good to their Neighbour, and hide not 


themſelves from thoſe who ſtand in need of 
them. 38. That they multiply the praiſes, ju- 


bilations,and magnifications of God. 39. That 
F hey curſe not the Creature. 40. That in every 


ſtate they read the Alcoran, unleſs when they 


areunclean. And forſake not the Congregation 
of Believers, or turn not a Separatilt, That 
they do to another, juſt as they would haveit 
done unto themſelves. 

There is yet another Abſtratt of the Ma- 
humedan Religion, which Hottinger, in Hiſt, 
Oriental. Lib. 2. Cap. 3. faith is the moſt 
abſolute. And he ſpeaks of jt as of an ex- 
cellent Preſent made him by his Friend $2. 


_ Rhorins, The whole Compendium bears this 


Title; An Account of the things which the 


T, ongue ought to confeſs, and the Heart fo 
believe concerning Keligion. 


The firſt Article reſpe&s God, his Name, 


Attributes, Works, eſpecially of his Provis 


dence. 


Of 
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Of GOD. 


1. That God 1s the only God, and that 
there is none other beſide him: That he 
hath no like, nor equal, nor Son, nor Com- 
panion, nor Colleague. Whoſe Original is 
without beginning , and Eternity without 
end. Whole Attributes are incomprehen-i 
fible, and whoſe Power exceeds all expreſ- 
ſion. Whoſe Eſſence no thought can com- 
prehend z though men given deeply to 
meditate uſe to expreſs it by Signs and Ex- 
amples. No Man can know more of God 
than he hath pleaſed to reveal of himſelf. His 
Throne 1s equal to Heaven and Earth, and 
no inconvenience doth accrew unto him 
from his conſervation of them both. God 
1s the Excellent, Great, Wiſe, Knowing, Mo- 
derator, Powerful, Sagacious, Nimble,Great, 
who fits upon his Throne honour'd with his 
Being, who pierceth into all places with his 
knowledge: who created Man , and knows 
whatſoever his Soul inſpir'd into him : not a 
leaf doth fall without his privity, neither 
doth a grave lye hid in darkneſs, whether 
green or drie, which is not to be found in 
the Books, [By which the Arebians under- 
ſtand Predeſtination.JThe ſame God bath ex- 
cellent Names (of which no fewer than 99 
are reckoned up by the Arabians) and ex- 
£ bt cellent 
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_ cellent Attributes 3 1nall which Names and 


Attributes there 1s not the leaſt change. And 
it is wickedneſs to believe, that his Attri- 
butes are created, or his Names produced. 
God ſpoke with Moſes, and appeared 1n the 
Mount, which was aſtoniſhed at his'Majeſty. 


Of Providence. 


All things, both good and evil, ſweet and 
bitter, are* under Gods Providence; the 
Lord our God doth govern them all. The 
diſpoſal of all things are in his hand, and 
their proceſs and originals depend upon his 
decree, He knows all things before they 
come to pals, and all things flow by his or- 
dering. Nothing 1s dane by his Worſhippers, 
which he hath not decreed and aateverted 
by his preſcience. He knows all that he has 
made, making toerxe whom he will, by lea- 
ving them 1n his juſt judgment, and direQ- 
ing whom he pleaſeth, and of his mercy help- 


-1ng them. _ All things are brought to an eakie ' 


end according to his fore-knowledge and 


foreſight, whether it be Calamitous or happy. 


And it were no ordinary impiety to imagine 
that any thing can be done in his Kingdome 
againſt his will ; or that any emolument can 
happen to any one which he doth nat grant ; 
or that there is any otherCreator of any thing 
beſides him, who 1s the Lord of his Creatures, 
the Lord of their Warks, and the orderer of 
their Motions and Counſels. The 
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The Belief of the Mahumedans concerning 
the Alcoran. 7 


They hold, That it is the uncreated 
Word of God. But this Article was not of - 
univerſal belief among the Mahamedans, for - 
Almamon was of .a.contrary opinion, and. 
very grievouſly puniſhe all thoſe who held 
otherwiſe. Among thoſe who held the Al- 
coran to be the i»created word of God, D,Ah- 
med Ben Habib, of happy memory, was! the 
chief, whom Almamon lent for in fetters. 
But Al/m2am0n dyed before 4hmed came to 
him : yet his1ntention was purſued by A4uta- 
ſ:mu5, who leverely corrected him. Elmacin. 
lib. 2. Saracen. Hiſt. pag. 138. 

This opinion, that the Alcoran was crea- 
ted, was greatly approved of by Yathecxs , 
and very highly commended by Ahmed the 
Son of 4bz David, and by his' Counſtllour 
Mahumed Ben Abdolmelich. Vathecas upon 
occaſion of this controverſie writ to all the 
Provinces of Fgypr,that the Myſalmiz ſhould 
be compelled to believe that the Alcoran was  * 
created ; and that this decree ſhould be writ- "i 
ten in the Temples, or publick Moſks. But I 
this was very diſpleaſing to the Muſulmizn , 
and vehement]y deteſted by them. Bur thaſe, 
who withſtood this Decree , and refuſed,ta. 
embrace the opinion of Yathecss , ws 
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moſt grievous puniſhments; . ſome being 
ſcourged, ſome impriſoned, and ſome (lain. 


"But afterward, when Giafar Mottavacelns 


came to the Empire , he ſet thoſe at liberty 
who were under reſtraint for their opinion , 
and expreſſed no ſmall dillike againſt Ma- 
humed Ben Abdolmelic , for adviſing Muta- 
fimus to confine them. And the Mighume- 
dans are fo zealous in maintaining their Al- 
coran, that they rather chuſe to ſuffer the 
extreameſt miſeries, than doubt of Its Bfey- 
nity. | 


Concerning the Prophetical Office of Mahumed. 


It is required of Myſulmin to believe 


that God ſealed up all Prophefie and Apo- 


ſtolate in his Prophet Mahumed « making him 
to be the laſt of all he intended to ſend unto 
the World, to preach his will, and to warn 
and invite Men to turn unto him ; granting 
him a clear light : that God alfo ſent unto him 
the wiſe Book (that is. the Alcoran) 1n which 
his true Religion is explaind, and Men are 


directed to the right way. 
Concerning the laſt Judgment. 


- The Muſulmer are unanimous 1n the be- 
lief of a laſt Judgment, ſaying, that the hour 
ſha]l come, when God ſhall raiſe up thoſe 
that 
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that are in their Sepulchres , and that: they + 
(hall return, like as God created them. Fhat 
he ſhall give a double reward unto the good 
Works of his faithful ſervants ; whoſe grea» 
teſt ſins he forgives if they repent, - but the 
leſſer ſins are pardoned for. their care to 
avoid the greater. But God doth not for- 
give thoſe who make him to have A//oc:ates, 
but he pardons whom he pleaſes, who are 
notinvolved in the Sin of Aſſociation. 

In peruſal of this Article, the term of 4/- 
ſociation and Aſſociates I found to bear an 
abſtruſe meaning, which had exceeded my 
comprehending, till I found the Alrcorazr 
calling the Jews and Chriſtians by the title of 
Aſſociates ; becauſe the former held: that 
Ozair, and the later that Meſſzos was the | 
Son of God. And in another Chapter of 
the Alcoran, Mahumed (ſaith expreſly, That 
Cod doth not pardon him, who makes him 
to have a Companion. For thoſe that do 
aſſociate any thing unto God, erre a dam- 
nable Errour. And Aabamed ſaith , that 
they are not tobe interceded for. And he 
brings Abraham 1n for an example, who pray- 
ed notfor his Father, becauſe he was an Ido- 
later, and therefore an A4ſſociant. And TI 
meet with a place cited out of the Syne, or 
Traditions of Mahywmed, which gives us 
herein no dark information : and it it thus. 

In the day of the Reſurre@ion , it ſhall be 

: ſaid 
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ſaid to the Jews, What bave'you Worſhipped 2 
they ſhall anſwer, We have Worſhiped Ozair, 
the Sor of God : and it ſhall be ſaid untothem, 
Te do erre, for God hath neither Son nor Com- 
parion : but what is it that you defires they 
reply, Something todrink - zt ſhall be ſaid an- 
to them, Drink, and fall headlong into Hel/- 
fire. After this it ſhall be ſaid to the Chriſti- 
ans, What have ye worſhipped £ they ſhall an- 
ſwer, We have worſhipped Meſltas, ;the $0: of 
God: and to them it ſhall be ſaid, You ſpeak 
lyes, God hath no Sor nor Society: What is it 
| youdefire ? That you would give us drink : 
z#t ſhall be returned, Drink, and go to Gehen- 
na. By this Tradition of the $#xe , (which 
is of equal authority with the Alcoran) we 
are made to underſtand who thoſe Af/oci= 
ants are, for whom there ſhall be no pardon 
in the day of doom. But to proceed. 

Thoſe who have done ſo much good as 
equals 1n welght a grain of Barley, or a Piſ- 
mire, or an Atom, ſhall ſee it. And he that 
has done fo much evil, ſhall alſo ſee-it. And 
that the Prophet Mabymed ſhall by his fn- 
terceſtion deliver thoſe of his Religion from | 
Torments , who have foully and grievoufly 
oftended. 


Concerning Paradiſe and Hell. 


Under the name of Paradiſe , they un- 
derſtand 


(ps) 
derſtand the place of the Bleſſed , which 
God created: bar prepared to. be the eternal 
manſion of his hiends , whom he will there 
honour with the beholding of his face. And 
this Paradiſe the Mabamedarns believe w be 
the ſame place out of which God caſt Adazy, 
his Prophet and Yicar, into the land w 
before 'he had deſigned in his fore-know- 
ledge. 
They believe alſo azother AAA contrary | 
to the former,in which all thoſe ſhall be cru- 
ciated that believe not in God : ; and this they 
call by the name of Fzre. $ 


Concerning the certainty of the Reſurre@i- 
on, and the manner of retributing works. 


The high God at the day of the Reſur- 
retion ſhall come attended with Troops of 
Angels, to take an account of the Nations : 
the Scales ſhall be hung up, and the deeds of 
Men ſhall be weighed 3 and they ſhall be 
happy whoſe works are found weighty. Ang 
then the Books of Works ſhall) be broughtz 
and they who receive their Book in therigh 
hand, their account ſhall be eafie; buet J's 
to whom the Book is brought behind: their 
back, ſhall burn in : Hell, 1 8} 
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Concering Purgatory. 


All Men are to pals the Zorat, which ſigni- 
fies a certain infernal Bridge, according.to 
the diſpoſition and nature of their works. 
Thoſe that ſhall be ſaved, ſhall be known by 
'this, that they ſhall quickly and ſuddenly be 
delivered from the izfernal fire or Purgatory; 
but; the reſt , according to the merit of their 
Works do periſh there. 


| Concerning the Nature of the Mahumedique 
Faith. 


The Mxſulmzir are very metaphorical in 
expreſſing themſelves 1a the deſcription of 
their Faith, which they call Mahanmreds Pool, 
whither his people are to come to drink: and 
that whoſoever drinks thereof ſhall not thir(t; 
but whoſoever ſhall profane or change this 
Faith, ſhall be forced and driven from it.This 
Faith conſiſts in the words of the Tongue , 
ſincerity of the heart , and the outward de- 
monſtration of the work. It increaſeth by 
the increaſe of works, and faileth through 
the defe&t of works: 7zcreaſe and decreaſe 
happen to Faith. Neither 1s the word of 
Faith perfe&ted , unleſs by works : neither 
doth word or work avail any thing without 
intention 3 and neither word nor work, nor 

Ins 
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intention 1s of afy efficacy without conſext. 


Of the ſlate of Martyrs, aid of other Souls 
after this life, when they are ſeparate front 
their Bodies. Bo 


The Martyrs are not finally extinct , but 
live with their Maſter, by whom they are 
ſuſtained [| where 'by Martyrs we are to un- 
derſtand all thoſe who have died (in Battel 
or otherwiſe) for the defence or propagation 
of the Mahumedan Religion.] The Spirits 
or Souls of the Bleſſed do ſtill remain , and 
ſhall enjoy delights until that day in which 
their Bodies ſhall be raiied ; but the wretched 
are tormented to the day of judgment. God, 
ay the Muſulmin, ſhall eſtabliſh in the life of 
this, and the World to come, rhoſe who be- 
lieve. They hold alſo, that every Man has 
his Guardian Angel, who appoints him his 
work; and that nothing of his a@ions 1s 
hid from God. They believe, that the An-« 
gel whom they call the Angel of Death;doth 
gather together the ſeparate Spirits or Sonls 
at the beck of the Lord. They have like- 
wiſe. a Tradition, how the Angel of Death 
doth beat the dead carkaſs in its grave :* and 
they ſeem to borrow this Fable from that of 
the Jews,which.Bxxt. takes notice of, Synag. © 
Jud. cap. 35. After the Arabian Author (out | 
of, whom theſe things are related) had fet - 

H | down 
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down theſe Contents of Mahnmediſm , he 
concludes all with a large Encomium of 
Mahumed, and of their happineſs who lived 
in his time; as alſo of the Empire of his 
Succeilors Abwubecer , Omar, Oſman , Ali: 
adding , that none ought ever to mention 
them but with fignal reverence. 
. Gabriel Sionita 1n his 14 Chapter de Ore 

bib. & Morib. Oriental. gives us another ac« 
count of Mahumediſm out of Jacob Ber Si- 
di Ali, an Arabian Author, which being 
not voluminous, I have thought good here 
tolnſert. | 19Ye 

The Worſhip and Religion of the Mw/ul- 
min conſiſtsin this ; That they belileve all the 
diſcourſes which the Arch- Angel Gabriel had 
with Mahumed,, concerning the things that 
are to be believed and done : of which'theſe 
are the ſumm : viz, That the Muſulmin 
believe in one God , and that there is none 
other like hime. That they believe the Angels to 
be the Servants of God. That they believe the 
Scriptures which were ſent to the Apoſiles 
which are by common opinion divided into ar 
hundred and four Books; of which ten were 
ſent to Adam ; ſiſty to Seth; and thirty to 
Enoch-(whom they call Edris;,) ten to Abra- 
ham + the Law to Moles ; the Pſalms to David; 
the Goſpel to Jeſus Chriſt 3 and at laſt the At- 
coran was ſent to Mahumed. And al theſe. 
Books of Scripture they believe to be SONS: 
Goas 


(P91... 
God, for the benefit of Merv. They believe a 
day of ReſurreFion after death; and. that 
ſome are predeſiinated to Fire (by which they 
mean Hell) and ſore to Paradiſe, according 
to the Will of God. For it is expreſly ſail 
in the Alcoran, There is none of you who has © 
not his place in Paradiſe, and his place 1nIn- 
ferno appointed for him. They believe alſo 
a reward of good Men, 4nd the puniſhment of 
bad : The Interceſſuon of Saints, It 3s alſo 
neceſſery , that every Muſulrmin believe tbe 
Divine Pen, which was created by the finger 
of God. This Pen, ſay the Mahnmedarx 
Doors, is made of Pearls, aud 1s of fo great 
length and breadth, that a fwift Horſe 1n fifty 
years cannot paſs over it. And it doth:-write 
all things paſt , a6, and to comes; The 
Ink with which it writes, 1s of /zgb# x. the 
Language wherein it writes, none doth un+ 
derſtand but the Arch-Angel Seraphaet. They 
belicve alſo the puniſhment of Sepylchres ,..or 
+ that the dead therein are often crutiated ; 
and of this they producean inſtance of what 
hapned in a certain Sepulchre betwixt Mecca 
and Meding. Thus far Gabriel $70nita. | 
The Doctrine of Mabamed, in ſeveral of 
the particulars already mention'd, 1s much 
otherwiſe reported by Exropear Authors, __ 
than 1t is done here. But I have kept my -» 
ſelf to the Orientals in this account, and anx 


induced to beheve they are the. fitteſt to be 
» Our 


"7 100). 


our informers , as dealing 1n their own ſto- 
ry, and in ſuch things as did moſt nearly 


concerttthem , and in which we may imagine 
their care was to deal fair}y. 

But ere I ſhut up this tedious Chapter, I 
hope the Reader will not take itill , that I 
advertiſe him of another account of the Ma- 
humedans Religion, ſet down by Doctor 
Pocock,, in his Learned Notes upon' Greg. 
Abul.Farajius,pag. 284.e)c.which he cites out 
of Algazalizs, a Writer of great reputation 
among the Mahumedans; and it is called, 
The Interpretation of the Faith of the Ortho- 
dox; which conſiſts in theſe two points. 

I. That there is 10 God,but the God. 2. That 
Mahumed & his Meſſenger. This is that 
Duplex Teftimoninns, which Elmacinus 
ſaith was the Poefic or Motto of Mahameds 
Seal : though a learned Writer tells us out 


of Alkodaizs , that his Seal had no other 


Inſcription than Mabumed Meſſenger of 
God; which being but three words in the 
Arabick, was written 1n ſo many lines. This 
1s the uſual Deviſe of the Signets of the Bar- 
barian Grandees. 
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CHAP. XVII. 


Of the things conducing to the'propa- 
gation of Mahumed's Hereſrte. And 
firſt, of bis carriage towards the 
Chriſtians. 


Aving, in the antecedent Chapters , 
given a ſhort account of the. Orzgize 
and firſt State of Mahumediſm, and therein 
of the more remarkable paſlages relating to 
to the Birth, Life, and Death of 'the Au- 
thor of that Hereſfie : In purſuance of| my 
firſt intention, I am now to ſet dawn the 
things which ( are conjectured to have ) 
conduced to* the firſt reception of that cur- 
ſed Impoſtor 3 among which , ſome related 
to Mabumed's Carriage and Dodrine, and 
ſome to the condition wherein he found 
Religion at his firſt ſetting up for a Pro- 
phet. "2 £210 
It has ever been the guiſe of the Ring- 
leaders of miſchievous Enterprizes, to gain, 
if poflible, a popular eſteem of their per» 
ſons ; In which artzafice Mahawed was both 
ſtudious and ſucceſsful, * For his ſeemingly 
rigid Zeal for Religion was tempered with 
".., ſuch 
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ſuch an affability of deportment, that the 


very Koraiſhites, his foreſt Enemies, highly 


commenced his Demeanour , though they 
. reſolutely withſtood his Doctrine. 


Bat that which ſome have reckoned for 
a main Engine to advance his Religion , 
was his not ſuffering it, like Moſes his Rod,to 
turn to a Serpent, and devour all the reſt : 
For he granted a Toleratior 3, for every 
one had free liberty to enjoy his Worſhip, 


.. according to that place of the Alcoran, 


where he ſaith: O Tnftdels! I do not adore 
what you adore > and you do not adore what 
I worſhip; obſerve you your Law, and Twill 
obſerve mine. At his firſt appearance un- 


| der the Cloak of a divine Meſſenger, he 


found a great part of the World enlightned 


_ with the Goſpel, and Chriſtianity : though 


it was greatly ſhaken with Inteſtine Here- 
lies, yet there was {t1]] that Zeal 'and Union 
of its Profeſſors, and power and activity of 

Civil Magiſtrates , as render'd it fo formi- 


dable to Mahrmed, that he could not hope 


to afright them into compliance. There- 
fore during the firſt and weak ſtate of Ma- 
Fumediſm , its Author' put on a modeſt 
Countenance and plauſeble AſpeF, eſpecially 
toward the Chriſtians, whom he ſo far conr- 
ted, as to draw his own Tenets and Do- 
ctrine in ſome conformity to theirs ; highly : 
praiſing the Perſon, Adions, and Rules of 
Chriſt, 
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Chfiſt, and uſing a crchli reſpect to all 
bearing his Name. 

Elmacings (inthe firſt book of his Saracer: 
Hiſtory) tells us, how that certaia Chriſtians 
coming to defire Mahnmeds proteftion, he 
freely granted their requeſt, conditioning 
onely the payment of a ſmall Tribute. He 
alſo commanded Omar to tell them, That 
their Lives were as his Life, and their Riches 
4 his Riches ;That whatever befel them, ſhould 
befal hint alſo. This was written faith EI- 
macings, by the famous Author of the Book 
Almubaddeb, and is cited by thnatfe. The 
ſame Hiſtory reports ltkewiſe, that when a 
Grandee who was a Chriſtian came to vi1- 
{it the Prophet, that he ſtood up. to him 
in token of ng and being by ſome of 
his folowers rebuked for ſo Pei he told 
them, The Chriſtian was a Magiſtrate among 
his people, and honour is due to men of that 
Duality. He charged his Captains to be 
kinde to the Conkitts : 3 and that he would 
be an Enemy to that man in the day of Judg- 
ment, who oppreſſed the Chriſtians. | And to 
teſtifie to the world that his deſigne was not 
to oppreſs or ruinate 'their Religion, he 1s 
reported to have made _-this following Co- 
venant for the proteQion both of Chriltia- 
nity and its Profeſſors. . .. 


= more, known and unknown : To all theſe 


- Fwrolable- League, as a deciſion © 
ther Controverſtes, and a Law whereby Jhe- 


ed. Therefore, whoſoever o the Muſnlnin's 
Faith/ſhall neg lJett'to perform theſe- things, 
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CHAP. XVIIL. 


A Copy of the League Mahumed made 
with the Chriſtians, whoſe Origi- 
nal was foxnd in a Monaſtery 4 

Mount Carmel, near Mount Liba- 

nus, 4 days journey from Mecca, 

and ( as ſome ſay) was ſent to 
the King' s Library in France. 


; TE dbamed, ſent from God to teach Man- 
 Kinde, and declare the Divine Com- 


miſſion i in truth, wrote theſe things. 


- "Thar -che Cauſe of Chriſtian Religion 
actermined by God , might remain 1n all 


J 4 2rts of the Eaft and weſt, as well amongſt 


e:Inhabitants as Strangers, near- and re- 


Je T\leave this preſent Writing, as an 


all far- 


f 


frive. is: declared, and ſtrift obſervance #0 


and violate this Leagne, and after. the: xi; 
ner of Infidels break it, and tranſgreſs -W 


Legwenged herein, bg breaks the Come Pal Lg 
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God, reſiſts his apreement, and contemns his 
Teſs «ment, whether he be a King, or any other 
of a faithful, (that is, Mahnmedans, ) 

By this A BY: oof whereby I have ob- 
liged m ſelf, and which the Chriſtians have 
require: of me, and in my Nazze,. and in 
the name of all my Diſciples, to enter into 
a Covenant of God with them, and League 
and Teſtament of the Prophets, Apoſtles 
Ele, and faithful $4zzts, and bleſſed p- 
times paſt and to come. 

By this Covenant, I fay, and Teſtamen 
of mine (* which [ will have maintain 
with as much Religion, as a Prophet Mifſio- & 
nary, or as an Angel next to the 90 ei 
Majeſty is ſtri& in his obedience towartls: 
God, and. in obſervance to his Lew and Co" 
venant ) I promiſe to defend their Tad : 
in my Provinces, with my Horſe and Foot, - 
Aux1liaries, and other my faithful Follow-  . 
ers; and to preſerve them from the r Ene- 
mies, whether remote or neer, and ſec "a 
them both- in Peace and War : 5 | and oy” 
their Churches, Temples, 
naſteries, and places of Pilgr re- 
ſoever ſcituated , whether in Mountain or Ss 
V alley, Cavern or Houſe, a Plain, or upon. 
the Sand, orin what ſort 'of edifice ſoever; 

gireſerve theirReligion and their Goods 
woatoever part, they are , whether at 
; or Sea, Eaſt or Welt, even "as1 keep 
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my ſelf and my Scepter, and the faithful 
believers of my own people. | 
By this Covenant, I likewiſe promiſe to 
receive them into my protection from all 
Harm, Vexation, Offence, and Hrt. More- 
over, to repel thoſe Enemies which are offen- 
fiveto them and we, and ſtoutly to oppoſe 
them both in my perſon, by my Servants, 
and all others of my - People and Nation : 
For fince I am ſet over them , .I ought to 
preſerve and defend them from all adverſity, 
and that no (evil touch them before it at- 
flit mine, who labour in the ſame work. 
I promiſe farther to free them from thoſe 
burthens which Confederates ſuffer, either 
by Loans of Money, or Impoſitions 3 ſo 
that they ſhall be obliged to pay nothing 
but what they pleaſe, and no moleſtation or 
1njury ſhall be offered them herein, 
A Biſhop ſhall not be removed: from his 
Dioceſs, or a Chriſtian compeJled to re- 
nounce his Faith, or a Monk his Profeſſton, 
or a Pilgrim diſturbed jn his PUgrimage, or 
A burcestþ in his CeZ : Nor ſhall their 


Churches W deſtroyed , or converted into 
Moſchs ; for whoſoever doth ſo break this 
Covenant of God , oppoſes the Mcllenoer 
of God , and fruſtrates the divine Telta- 
ment. No Impoſitions ſhall | be laid upon 
Friars or Biſhops, nor any of them who are 
not liable to Taxes, unleſs it be with their 
own conſent, And 


*. 
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And as to preat Merchants , -Falters af 
| Pearls, Miners of precious ſtones, Gold; ag 
Silver, and all other rich and opulent Chrj 
ſtians, they ſhall not pay above twe 
lings yearly ; and it ſhall alſo be from thoſe 
who are conſtant Inhabitants of the place, 
and not from Travellers and men of uncer- 
tain abode; for they: {hall not berſubje@ to 
Impoſitions or Contributions , maleſs they 
are poſſeſſors of Land or Eſtate 3 for| he 
which is lawfully ſabject to pay money to- 
the Emperour, ſhall pay as much as another 
and not more , nor more required from 
him above his faculty and ſtrength. In like 
manner, he that 1s taxed for. his Land, How- 
ſes, or Revenue, ſhall not be burthened 1me- 
moderately, nor- oppreſſed . with greater 
Taxes than any others that pay Contribu- 
tion. 

Nor ſhall the Confederates be obliged ta - 
goto War with the Myſulmins againlt their 
Enemies, either to- fight or diſcover their 
Armies, becauſe it is not of duty to a Con- 
federate to be employed in Military Aﬀairs 3 - 
but rather this Compadt is made* with them, 
that they may be the leſs oppreſſed ; but ra- 
ther the Myſyl-mriz: ſhall watch and ward 
and defend them. And therefore. that they 
be not compelled to go forth to fight , or : 
encounter the Enemy , or finde Horſe or 
Arms, unleſs they volantarily furnifh _ 


- 
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And he who fhall thus willingly contri- 
- bute, ſhall be recompenſed and rewarded. 
No My »lmin ſhall infeſt the Chriſtians, nor 
contend with them in any thing but in kind- 

neſs ; but treat them with all courteſte, and 
| abſtain from all oppreſſion or violence®to- 
ward them. | ; 

If any Chriſtian commit a crime or fault, 
it ſhall be the part of the My/almiz to afhift 
him, inatercede , and give caution for him, 
and compound for his miſcarriage ; liberty 
ſhall alſo be given him to redeem his life. 
Nor ſhall he be forſaken , nor deſtitute of 
help, becauſe of the Divine Covenant which 
is with them , That they ſhould enjoy what 


the Mxſaulmins enjoy, and ſuffer what they 


ſuffer. 
And according to this Covenant, which 


1s by the Chriſtians juſt requeſt, and ac- 
cording to that endeavour which 1s fo re- 
quired for confirmation of its Authority, 
you are obliged to protect them from all 
calamity , and perform all Offices of good 
will toward them , ſo that the Muſulmiz 
may be ſharers with them in proſperity and 


adverſity. 

Moreover, all care ought to be had, that 
no violence be offered to them, as to mat-- 
ters relating to Marriage , viz. That they. 
compell not the Parents to match their | 
Daughters with Mxſa/m:iz - Nor (hall oy 
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be [moleſted for refuſal either to give a. 
Bridegroom, or a Bride.; for this is an att 
wholly voluntary, depending on their free © 
will and pleaſure. 

But if 1t happen that a Chriſtian woman 
ſhall joyn with a Muſulz:i2 , he is obliged 
to give her liberty of Conſcience in her Re- 
lIigion, and that ſhe may- obey her Ghoſth 
Father, and be inſtructed in the Do@rizes 
of her F4ith without impediment. There- 
fore he ſhall not diſquiet her , either by 
threatning divorce, or by follicitations to 
forſake her Faith ; but if he ſhall be con- 
trary hereunto, and moleſt her herein, he 
deſpiſes the Covenant of God, rebels againſt 
the Compa@t of the Meſſenger of God, and 
1s entred into the number of liars. ' 

Moreover, when Chriſtians would repair 
their Churches, or Convents, or any thing 
elſe appertaining to their Worſhip, and have 
need of the liberality and affiſtance of the 
Muſulmins hereunto, they ought to con- 
tribute, and freely to beſtow according to 
their ability 3 not with intention to recerve 
it again , but gratis; and as a good will 
toward their Faith, and to fulfil the Goye-. 
nant of the Meſſenger of God, conſidering 
the obligation they have to perform the 
Covenant of God, and the CompaGt of the. 
Meſſenger of God. Nor ſhall they. oppreſs 


any of them living amongſt the Muſular 
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nor hate them , nor compel them to carry 
Letters , or ſhew the way , or: any other 
manner force them: For he who exerciſes 
any manner of this Tyranny againſt them, 
'1s an oppreſſor , and an adverſary to the 
| Meſſenger of God , and refractory to his 
Precepps. 


*  _ > Theſe are the Covenants agreed between 
. Mahumed the Meſſenger of God, and Chri- 
ſtians. But the Conditions on which I 
biade theſe Covenants on their Conſcien- 
ces, are theſe : 


That no Chriſtian give any entertainment 
to a Souldier Enemy to the Muſulz:inz, or 
receive 1n his Houſe publickly or privately. 
That they receive none of the Enemies of 
the Myſulzzin as Sojourners into their 
Houfes, Churches, or Religious Convents, 
nor underhand furniſh.the Camp of their 
Enemies with Arms, | Horſe, Mer 3 or main- 
tain any correſpondence. or intercourſe with 
them by contracts or writing ; bat betaking 
themſelves to ſome certain place of abode, 
ſhall attend to the preſervation of them- 
ſelves, and to the - defence of their Reli- 
g100. 

To any Maſulmin and his Beaſts the 
ſhall give three days  entertamment wit 
variety of Meat ; and moreover ſhall ef 
deavour 
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deavorr” to defend thetri from misfbrtune © 
and trouble. So that if any rv frm 
ſhall be 'defirons or be compelled to 
conceal himfelf in 'any of 'therr houſes 

or habirations , they: ſhall friendly hide 
him, and deliver him fromthe danger he's 

in, and not betray him to the Etremy. 

And in this nes the Chriſtians per- 
forming Faith on their fide, whofoever vio- 
lates aty of theſe Conditions , and doth. © 
contrarily, ſhall be deprived of the benefits 
contained inthe Covenant of God” and his 
Meſſenger. Nor fhaft he defetve to enjoy 
thoſe Priviledges indulged to 'Bifhops atid 
Chriſtian-Monks, and. to the believers ofthe 
contents of the Alcoran, "E 
Wherefore I do' conjure my people, By 
God and his Prophet, ro mainrain theſe 
things fairhfally, atid fulfil them in what part 
ſoever of the world they are ; and the Mef- 
ſenger of God ſhalf recompence them for the 
ſame: The perpetual obſervattqn whereof he 
ſcrioully recommends to them, until the day 
of Judgment and diflolution of the world. 

Of theſe Conditions which Mahnmed the 
Meſlenger of God hath agreed with the Ghri- 
{tians, and hath enjoyn'd, the witneſles were, 


Abx Bacre, | Iſhman Ben- Afaw, ; 
Omar Ben-Alcherab, Ali Ben-Abitaleb. | 


The 
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The Secretary was Moavias ber Abi $4- 


fiar, a Souldier of the Meſſenger of God, the 


laſt day of the Moon of the fourth Moneth, 
the fourth year of Hegira, in Medina, May 


God remunerate thoſe who are witneſles of - 


this writing. Praiſed be God the Lord of 
all Creatures. 

This is the Covenant which Mahrmed 
made in favour of the Chriſtians ; and 
though the Torks deny the truth thereof, 
yet it is by very good Authors taken for 
real. And if the condition of Mahbameds 
affairs be conſidered at the time when this 
Covenant is ſaid to have been made by 
him, there will be the leſs temptation to ſu- 
et its Authority : For in the fourth of 
the Hegira he was at war with the Arabians, 
and his Kingdome in no good poſture; but 
like the infancy of all new-erected Empires, 
weak and infirm: And to prevent his be- 


. Ingaſſaulted with two Enemies at once; the 
. Arabian and Chriſtian, he took off the lat- 


ter by this politick CompaG. 
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CHAP. XIX. 
The opinions of ſome Learned Men 


concerning this Covenant. 


His Teſtament of Mahunred was at firit 
publiſhed in Fraxce, with the Tranſla- 
tion of Gabriel $ionita, and after that -m 
Germany, by Johannes Fabritiw, inthe 16938. 
of Salvation. Grotizs in one of his Epiſtles 
mentions it 1n theſe words : Edidit Gabriel 
Sionita his diebus Teſtamentum Mubanmedis 
at {4uJaprire, aut indultun potins cjus ingrati- 
am Chriſtianorum, haud dubie 2 C pi bianis 
ſuppoſetum, ut ſub obtenty tanti nominis Mu- 
ſulmennis equioribus uterentur. Ie tamen. 
geminum eſſe affirmat, & perſnadet iis , qui 
naſum non habent. By which words the 
L earned Gratius utterly reje@s it , as ſpurious 
aud ſuppoſutitioxs. But Hottinger {peaks a little 
more warily, and confeſſes he never ſaw it, * 
but that it may be diſcovered by atsftyle :'be- 
cauſe Mahumed exprefieth all his concerns 
after ſuch a manner 1n Ar4bzck , that one 
converſant in his Writings, may eafily &i- 
cern what is his, and what not. But without 
aay venturous determinition concernifp! the 
truth or ſuppoſititiouſneſs of the aboveſaid 
I 
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Compat, we find about the beginning of the 


-Afth Age, that the Saracens were very re- 


ſpeQful toward the Melchite , whom they 
eſteemed the Orthodox Chriſtians ; of which 
Set Mr. Brerewood has given an account, mn 


Chap. 16. of his Enquiries touching the di- 


verfity of Languages and Religions , ©&*c. 


(whither Irefer the Reader.) An inſtance of 


this kindneſs to the Melchite, we meet 1n E/- 
macinws, pag. 247. who writes, that Aziz 
Billah,a great Lord of Egypt, Married a Met- 
citique: Chriſtian, who made it a condition 


.of her Marriage, that a Temple of our Lady, 


otherwiſe called theTemple of the Patriarch, 
ſhould be reſtored to the Orthodox, which 
was ſpoiled and taken from them by the 
Jacobites., And that ſtory of Almzander, a 
Prince of the Saracers, 1s uſually related 1n 
teſtimony of the favour that was ſhown to 
the Melchites 5 which Zoraras thus reports, 


Tots Xegv0is Tere Ty xomfiwc, AhzuerſnpOs © I 'Aapluiiy gurayer 


 ngpngic nes iphditwrs Bec, Almander the chief 
| over a Tribe among the Heagarers , being 


Catechized or inſtructed by the Orthodox or 
Melchite, believed and was Baptized: to 
whom Severxs ſcat two Biſhops, on purpoſe 
todraw him to his own Hereſi2; who telling 
him that the two Natures of Chriſt were 
confuſed into. one, hereplyed, that then the 


Divinity of Chriſt ſuffer'd with his humane 


ticſh; And being willing to conyince the 
two 


FN NMAC Go 


(115) 
two Biſhops of the Abſurdity of ſuch a po-' 
_ fition, he appointed one of his Servants 10 
the preſence ofthe Biſhops to whilper ſome- 
thing in his ear; 'upon which Alzander 
feigned himſelf exceeding ſad, and began to 
look dejeted. The Biſhops demanded the 
cauſe, and what it was that wrought in his 
countenance ſo ſuddain a change. He told 
them, that Mrchaelthe Arch- Angel was very 
lately dead. The Biſhops told him, the news 
was certainly falſe, and that it was impoſli- 
ble for an Angel to dye. To whom here- 
plied, If an Angel cannot dye, for what rea- 
ſon. do ye affirm that the Deity can ſuffer 
and dye, heing conjoined and mixt with 
fleſh, atid with it made into one Nature? 
But to return. Mahymeds Solemn League 
and Covenant with the Chriſtians, may with 
g00d reaſon be numbred among the Artifices 
made uſe of by that Great Politique, to affiſt 
his Infant Empire : which as ſoon as he ſaw 
grown ſtrong, he wrote the Chapter of the 
Sword, and another of the Batte], where all 
his promiſes of Toleration and Indulgence to 
the Chriſtians in their Religion, was changed 
to a harſher ſtyle: And now it was, C## 
off the Infidels Heads, take them Priſoners , 
enſiave them until you think fit to grant then 
_— liberty, or make them pay their ranſome, 
C 
And yet notwithſtanding all this, Gabriel 
8 Sionita 


_” rays 


Sionita Ventures to tell the World, That by 
vertue of Mahumeds Coverant,they have in the 
Turkiſh Dominions enjoyed the freedome of 
publick exerciſing the Chriſtian Religion, and 


ſecurity to their Perſons and Eſtates. 


Conſulting with a perſon very well ver- 
{ed in the Arabian Language, and deſiring 
his opinion of the ſaid Teſtament ; he writ 
me word, that he had peruſed the Teſfta- 
mentum Mahamedis in Arabick, and con- 
cluded it ſpurious ; becauſe not two lines in 
the whole are to be met with, any way ſa- 
vouring of the Alcoran-Phraſe, The Editi- 
on which I peruſed (faith he) is in Arabick, 
and Latin, where the Printer in a Preface 
tells us, that it was firſt broughe out of the 
Eaſt by Pacifices Scaliger a Capucine Miſſto- 
nary, who took much pains 1n the Eaſtern 
parts , in endeavouring the converſion of 
thoſe people to the Rowar Faith. And it is 
very probable (faith my Friend) both by 
the ſtyle and matter, that he himſelf was the 
firſt and ſole Author of it. 
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CHAT XX. 


That Mahumed's carriage to the bp to 
aud Arabians wight be a help to 
nouriſh up bis Infant Se. | 


Abumed's pretended Friendſhip to 
the Chriſtians was not more advan- 
tageous to his SeF, than his Enmity againſt 
the Jews, whom he looked upon as a con- 
temptible perfidious people, whom God pu- 
niſhed with wazts and ſhame; and he al 
ways ſpeaks of them as of Beggars and Va- 
Ke" 9 and becauſe of their obſtinate 
adherence to the Jegal Ceremonies, he by 
way of ſcorn calls them , The people of the 
Law. And wearetold out of Al Baidews 5 
Commentaries upon the Alcoran , ({ who 
died in the 692 year of the Hegira; p That 
where-ever Mahumed uſeth theſe words, 
The curſe of God be upon the Infidels, it is 
to be underſtood of the Jews. 
This his ag deportment towards the 
Hebrews, ſome impute to his hatred of therr 
cruel dealing with the good men God fent 
unto them. And others again imagine it 


was, the more cunningly to 1ngratiate with 
I 3 the 
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the Chriſtians. But we need not herein 
have recourſe to conjetures, ſeeing we 
finde the Jews continually oppoſing his 
Dotrine, and labouring to detect and ex- 
pole him for a Cheat. Once ( we read 
how ) ſome of the Jewiſh Prieſts coming to 
Mahumed, told him, That there was a debate 
hapned betwixt them and the people , and 
that they had bound themſelves to ſtand to 
his award ;, and that if he would give ſen- 
tence againſt the people, they would become 
his Proſelytes, and. by their Example draw 
many to his Set. But Mahumed percei- 
ving their defigne, ſent . them away with 
threatnings to” be revenged of their pro- 
jet. At another time a Jewiſh Damſel 
went about to poylon him, and the Jews 
. every where diſputed agaialt his Prizciples 5 
which was pretence enough to ag 1mperious 
proud Impoſtor, of being ſevere againſt ſuch 
an unarmed and unwarlike. Generation as 

the Jews were at that time. | 
As to the Pagan Arabians, he treated 
them with other Stratagems. He found, 
as he often calls them, Sxfena, an Ignorant, 
_*Beaſtly, and Idolatrous Nation, void of all 
'Learning and 1ngennous Education; to 
whom Mahumed diſcovered the vanity of 
their Idolatry, and the inſignificancy of the 
Idols they worſhipped: and gave them 
likewiſe ro underſtand, that they. aught to 
Ware 
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worſhip the Great God of Heaven and 
Earth, who was the onely true God, who 
made all things ; who cauſed Rain to fall 
from Heaven, and fruits to proceed from the 
Earth; who cauſed men to die, and after 
death to riſe again; to reward every man 
according to his deſerts with Glory or 
Puniſhment : That God had created the 
Paradiſes, with many excellent things, for 
the Bleſſed; and Hel, with numberleſs tor- 
ments, for the Dawned. All which were 
denied by the Idolatrous Arabians , upon 
whom he {o wrought by fearful and fre- 
quent inculcations of theſe things, that at 
laſt numbers of them embraced his Do- 
Grine. And the more to endear theſe his 
new Profelytes, ( meaſuring theirs by , his 
own libidinous humour ) he indulged them 
all manner of Carnal and filthy Cc JOFTEN 3 5 
which, I doubt not, was a winning c 
ſion tothat rude and blockiſh people, and 
a fit Engine to inſinuate his Religion 4nto 
their embrutiſht mindes. And we need not 
ſuſpect the truthof what is ſpoken, or doubt 
hom Mahbamed granted his Diſciples a licen-' 
tious freedom. in this life 5 Gelda the Hea-- 
ven he promiſeth them in the next, is made 
to conſiſt chiefly in ſuch fleſhly fruitions, | 
as may appear 'by this following ſhort de- 
enipeion of his Paradiſes, vr future ſtate. 
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CHAP. ' XXI. 
Of Mahumed s Paradif, es. 


"NOd, ſaith the Alcoran, created ſeven 
(; Habitations , each of which is called 
' a Paradiſe. They are wrought with Gold, 
Silver, Pearls, and precious Stones : It hath 
divers (tately Editices, Gardens, and divers 
Fruit-trees, two forts of each: There are 
ſeveral Fountains and Rivers of cool Waters, 
Milk, Honey, and moſt ſweet Wine. In 
_ the mid(t of this Paradiſe there is a vaſtly 
big Tree, with leaves of Gold and Silver, 
the branches whereof cover the walls of 
Paradife : In every leaf of this Tree the 
Name of Mabrmed is inſcribed together 
with the Name of God, in this known A- 
bridpement of Mahumediſm , Le 3lehe ile 
allah Muhamed razalo allah ( as the conver- 
ted Alfaqui Andreas Maurus writes it, /ib. 
Corfuſ. Se. Mahumed, cap. 10. ) 7. e. There 
# no other God bat: the Lord, and Mahumed 
his Meſſenger. The ornaments and furni- 
ture of theſe Paradifes are to be collected 
out of feveral Chapters of the Alcoran ; 
wherein 15 to be ſeen how the Moors are to 

nave their S;/ks, Purples, Tapeſtries, Tiflues, 
uh | Broca- 
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Brocado's, for Curtains, Vallens, ec. Their 
Beverage ſhall be a fort of Water whiter 
than Snow, and ſweet as the Honey-comb. 
Here the Moors ſhall have delight without 
care, and continually. be zzerry and jocurd. 
They ſhall have their Guz/demin Mohalledyun, 
Pages to wait upon them clothed 1n Tiſſues, 
and ſurpaſſing in beauty ; who have no o- 
ther employment but to be Cup-bearers to 
the Mufulmin., Here are alſo the Horbiz, 
Virgins ſumptuous 1n apparel, and beauti- 
fal as the light. Theſe are not'of humane 
race, but continnally created. Theſe Var- 
gins hve recluſe, and are made on purpoſe 
to entertain the Mſulmin. And here he 
ſpeaks ſuch uncouth filthineſs, as may not 
with due modeſty be named to an 7»genrous 
Reader. But , I confeſs , fo great is the 
nanghtineſs of the things to be met with. 
in Andreas Maurus his account of Mahx- 
»med's Paradiſes, that I had rather the cu- - 
rious Reader ſhould conſult that Author, 
than Tmake him here bluſh with a Tranſcri- 
ptron. ; | - 
But among all the Luxuries provided for 
the men, not one word is ſpoken of any en= 
tertainment provided for the women; which 
the converted Alfaqui notes for a ſingular. 
defe& ( amid all the accompliſhments) of 
Mahumed's ſuture ſtate. DO 


CHAP. 


ous. 1 44 _ bout $4 4/2 A $2 he AY DE PREY EP? «OR, Ave 
, ; a . 


C122) 


_ # 
— —_ RC —_ — _ — ” 
Py .* o % 
| . ” 5 F ” : 
X \ 


CHAP: XXII. 
of Mahbumed's Miracles. 


Tres gh the things Mabymed indulged 
his Followers jn this life, and promi- 
ſed them in the next, were certainly very 


taking with the ſottiſh and Idolatrous Ara- 


bians, and a very proper inſtrument to 
ſeduce them to his party : Yet with thoſe 
who were of a more awakened LUnder- 
ſtanding, he was forced to deal in another 
Method. And becauſe he was often urged 
to do Wonders, like Noah, Moſes and Chriſt; 
and to confirm the Dzvinze Right of his 

Avpoſtleſhi expreſs Miracles, 1 preten- 
ded theſe ng: to haye A ta 
him. 


7. That in his Infancy (as was ſaid a- 
bove ) the Angel Gabrie! launced his 
Stomach, and pulled- out his Heart , and 
took thence the black Coar, which 1s the 
ſeat of temptations, and inſtantly put up 
his heart again. Mebumed not ſuſferiag the 
leaſt diſeaſe or pain. 


2. That going with the Caravan and one 


day it chancing to be very hot, a Cloud 


(etled 
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ſettled over Mihnmed's: head , and over- 
ſhadowed, and- went along with him. to 
ſave him from the violent heat. KT 
3. Mahumed (as he may well) reckons. it 
for a Miracle, that Gabriel ſhould come and 
ſalute him in the Cave, and begin to deliver 
him the Alcorar. | 
A fourth Miracle was, that of the 
Beaſts, Birds and Stones faluting him, as one 
evening he came from the Cave, and'told 
him expreſly, that he was the Meſſenger of 
God. To which he addes, thatin his paſ- 
ſage there-lying the trunk of a tree, 'and 
Mahumed being ready to (tep alide,. the 
tree cleft aſunder in the midſt, ſo that he 
went thorow it ; and afſoon as he was gone, 
the tree grew together again as 1t was be- 
fore. | 
$5. Another Miracle was the coming of 
the trees to. ſhadow him, and after they 
had performed that office, at his commaad 
toreturn to their places. In the Sxxe this 
Miracle (faith Jo. 4ndr. Maxrms) is thas re- 
ported : + i Le) 
.  Mahnmed being one day uncovered in the 
fields, he had occaſion to untruſs, during 
which the. Sun ſhone ſo hot on his head, that 
he was all ina ſweat 5 whereupon he looked 
towards 'certain Trees which were far from 
him, and called them to came and ſhadow 
him ; upon which two Trees tore up the 
jt ; f earth 
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earth with their roots, and came to the 

place where Mahrwmeed was, and made him 
an Arbour z and having done their office, 
at Mzhamed's command they returned to 
their places, and the earth cloſed up their 
roots again. 

6. Another Miracle was the weeping of 
the trunk of a Palm-tree : which I finde 
thns related : 

When Mauhbumed was ready to leave Mec- 

ca, and go to Medina, he had a dry trunk 

of a Palm-tree in his houſe ; which an the 
night of his Alhegira, or Baniſhment from 
Mecca, was very moilt 5 whereupon he ca]- 
led the Moors, and delired them to ſee a 
eat Miracle. The Moors anfwer'd, that 
they deſired nothing more than to ſee Mira- 
cles; then he brought them where the trunk 
lay, and bad them touch it with their hands, 
and ſee how it wept for Mahumed's depar- 
ture. 

7. But his greateſt Miracle was the divi- 
ding of the Moon, as 1s intimated in a 
Chapter of the Alcoran, bearing that Ti- 

2 tle. Upon which a Commentary thus re- 
lates the whole Story : One night an Uncle 
of Mahumed promiſed that he would turn 

Muſulman, and believe him for a Prophet, 

if he would make the Mo9 come to the 

midſt of Heaven, and be in the Full, which 
was then but newly Changed, and divide it 
ſelf 
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ſelf into two equal parrs, and come out of 
Heaven to the Earth, and the two pieces to 
go, the one through the hole of one of 
Mahumed's \(leeves, and the other piece 
through the hole of the other, and both 
pieces to core out at the collar of his Coar, 
utttering theſe words, Mahumed 7s the Pro- 
phet of God; and then to joyn together, 
and rerurn to Heaven where it was at firft, 
Mahumed (faith the Legend) prayed God 
to aſliſt him with his Divine Power to doall 
that his Uncle demanded. And the Story 
faith, that the Moon preſently, at Mahumed's 
requeſt, came to the midſt of Heaven, and 
divided it ſelf, and deſcended, and did as 
1s above-mentioned. But all this was 
no whit prevailing upon Mabhumed's Un- 
cle, who charged him for a Conjurer, 
and imputed to Negrotlany' what his Ne- 
phew pretended to be done by the Divine 
Power : which occaſioned thoſe words in = 
the Chapter of the Moon, The wicked ſay, 'Y 
it Was 4 munifeſt Forgery. - 4 I 
Theſe are the greateſt of Mahumed's Mi- 
racles, and the moſt authentique among the 
Moors; though aumbers more. are related: 
to have been done by him ; of all which,not - 
one witneſs is produced, nor any reaſon reth- 
dered that might move him to perfortn thern, 
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CHAP. XXIILI. 


A ſhort view of the ſiate of Chriſtia. 
nity at the time Mahumed began 
his Herefie. How the diviſtons in 
Chriſtian Religion might help up 
Mabumediſm. _ 


F we look into the condition of Chriſti- 
anity both before and at the time of the 
breaking forth of Mahumediſm , we ſhall 
diſcern 1t miſerably ſhaken and convuls'd ; 
the principal Heads of Faith oppuga'd and 
renounced by various Hereſies, and the out- 
ward Communion of Chriſtians vilely con- 
fuſed and rent by the conteſting Prelates of 
thoſe days, who minded their own pride 
and pre-eminence* more than the peace and 
eſtabliſhment of Chriſtian Religion. There 
isa Souldier, who in his ſcabrous and rough 
Latine, thus deſcribes the ſtate of Chriſtians 
in the time of Conſtantive: [ Ammianus Mar- 
celinws, lib. '21.] Erat ( ſpeaking of that 
Emperour ) ſaper his facilis adimere que 
donabat, Chriſtianam Religionem abſolutans 
& ſompliceme anili ſuperſtitione confundens : 
In qui” ſcrutanda perplexius, quam compo» 
wenda 
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= (127) ds 23. 
nenda gravins, excitavit diſſidia plarima, 
que progreſſa ſuſtzs aluit, concertatione Ver- 
bornum, ut catervis Antiſlitum-jumentis pub- 
licis ultro citroque diſcurrentibus per [oat 
dos, quas appeliant, dum ritum omnen ad 
ſunn trahere conantur arbitrium, rei vehi- 
cularis ſuccideret nervos. And lib. 27. Da» 
maſus e& Urſicinus ſupra humanum modun 
ad rapiendam Epiſcopalens ſedem ardentes, 
ſeiſſss ſtudiis, aſperrime conflitabantur, ad 
uſque mortis vulnerumque diſcrimina adju- 
mentis utrinſque progreſſis : que nec corri- 
gere ſufficiens Viventius, nec mollire coatws 
ſeceſſit in ſuburbanum :  &* in Concertatiane 
ſuperaverat Damalus , parte qua ei favebat 
inſtante. Conſiatque iz Balilica Sicininj, 
ubi ritus Chriſtiani eſt Conventiculum, una 
die Centum triginta ſeptem reperta cadavere 
peremptorum : Efferatamque din plebems, 
 egre poſtea delinitam. + LF 

In which periods our Author ſufficiently 
in{taaates the diſtracted State of Chriſtiani- 
ty, occaſioned chiefly by the napebringy of - 
thoſe very men, whoſe Office ſtrifly obliged 
them to a clear contrary deportment. But 
the Hiſtorian, by way of Sarcaſzz, ſeems to 
Juſtifie their proceedings , ſeeing it was for 
no lower Jolene Han that having obtain 
their purpoſes, ': Ditentur oblationibus Ma: 
fronarnum, procedanique veheculis inſider tes 
circumſpe&e veſtiti, epulas curantes profu *: 
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aded ut eorum convivia regales ſuperarent 
menſas, qui efſe poterant beati revers, ſt 
magnitudine Orbis deſpet1, quam vitiis op- 
ponunt, ad imitationem Antiſtitum quorun- 
dum Provincialium viverent : quos tenuitas 
edendi potandique parciſſime, vilitas etianz 
imndumentorum, Qs ſapercilia humune ſpe- 
Fantia perpetud Nunini 4 Cm ejus culto- 
ribus at puros commendant & verecundos. 

But if it be ſuſpected that his great hatred 
of the Chriſtians moved this Gertile to 
animadvert too cenforiouſly upon their 
_ carriage,then it will be reaſonable to enquire 
what others have delivered 1n this matter, 
whom we mult needs confeſs to be free from 
that partiality, which we may be jealous of 
in Ammiangs. 

Euſebins (Lib. 8. c. 1. Hiſt. Eccleſ.) de- 
ſcribing the times immediately antecedent 
Djzocletian's Perſecution, faith, That through 
too much liberty the affairs of the Church 
began to degenerate into Softneſs and Sloath; 
and Chriſtians fell to perſecute one another 
with hatred and contumelies, and mutually 
to wound themſelves with petulant Tongues 
the people minded nothing but bitter in- 
veFtves, railings, calumnies and reproaches. 
The Governors of the Charch claſhing with , 
and oppugning one another, drew the Laity 
mnto ſeditious praiſes. Under a fhew of 
bolineſs, the moſt abominable depravities 


were 
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were committed , and all mannev of iniqui- 
fy was ated under the pretence of Religion. 
The Aſſemblies of Chriſtians grew cold, thin, 
and ſeldom : And when God. ſeemed to have 
4 deſigne to open their eyes by the perſecution 
rais d againſt the Chriſtian Souldiers that were 
under Veturius, yet they werenot at all there- 
with moved, nor took the leaſt care to ap-> 
Peaſe Gods wrath, or render him propitions 5 
but as if they thought the Almighty hed ta- 
ken no notice of their ſtus, they went . on 
therein without remorſe, adding new to old, 
The Paſtors leaving the rule of Godlineſs, fell 
znto hatred, diſcord, threatnings, emulations, 
enmities, &c. among themſelves, minding 
nothing but haughtineſs and pride, aud like 
Tyrants to ſuppreſs each other. 

This was the miſerable condition of the 
Church at the entrance of the fourth Ape : 
and to this purpoſe alſo we find Hermigs So- 
£0men Writing [ in Proew. Eccleſ. Hiſt, |] 
where he apelogizeth for himſelf in taking 
notice of the Seditious among Eccleſiaſtick 
perſons about Primacy and Prelation 3 and 
with due reſentment recounts the litigzous 


diſputations which were hotly purſued un- 
der the pretext of Holinels, and a more per- 
fe&t knowledge of God, to the bitter diltur- 
bance of the Church 3 thoſe things being 
then made matter of controverſie, which be- 
tore were never queſtioned. Sozomer Hiſt. 
K 


Eccl. 


(130) 


Eccl. lib. 1. cap. 14. The implacable conteſt 
betwixt Gregory the great, Biſhop of Roxee, 
and John of Conſtantinople, about the dig- 
nity of Oecumenical Biſhop, which hapned 
about the time of Mahbamed, 1s too noto- 
rious to need to be enlarged upon. 

, | But to come a little nearer; Arabza, 
where Mahumed firſt appeared, was faln 
under the peſt of Heretical Doctrines, which 
began in Bery/#2 Biſhop of the Boſtriz who 
that he might pervert the Eccleſiaſtick Ca- 
non, fell into various Opinions about the 
Divinity of our Saviour, and the immor- 
tality of the Soul, And though by the 
pains of Origer he was reduced, yet the 
ſpawn of his Herefie was not quite drid upin 
Mahumed's time. Exſebins intimates their 
Heterodox opinions, Eccleſ. Hiſt. lib. 6. cap. 
36. out of which Hiſtorian St. Avg. ( in his 
Treatiſe of Hereſies ) obſerves , that the 
Arabians generally held, that humane Souls 
periſh with their Bodies, and like them 
ſhould be raiſed at the laſt, And Danew 
ſaith, in his Commentaries upon that Book, 
how Arabia , as alſo its Netghbour Egypt, 
wwas always fruitful in Hereſtes : and as both 
Countries have brought forth Serpents ob- 
noxious to mens bodies, ſo likewiſe Opinit- 
ons dangerous to their ſouls. But, what 1s 
molt remarkable to our purpoſe, at the very 
time when Arabia was overſpread with the 
KY : Here- 
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Herefies among Chriſtians, Mahamed laid 
the foundation, and ſow'd the -ſeeds of his 
damnable Impoſture; as Dares oblerves, 
in his Comment: in' Auguſt. de Hereſ. 6. page 
202. 
The Collyridians ( fo called from Col;yrir, 
or .the wreathed bread which they offered 
to the Virgin Mary,) were at the riſe of 
Mzhumed very numerous and prevailing 3 
who, by giving divine honours to the Bleſ- 
ſed Lady, brought no little diſrepute to 
Chriſtianity, by giving Mehymed (and his 
Partizans ) occaſion to think it 'guilty of 
Idolatry ; the great fin he at firſt ſo zea- 
louſly preach'd againſt. But it -had been 
well the Col;yridians had been the onely 
Set which gave Mahumed opportunity to 
oppoſe Chriſtianity. - For there were ma- 
ny more , ſuch as the Jacobites, Neſtorians, 
Melchites, &c. who ſerved to increaſe the 
cry, and which made him ſo often upbraid 
Chriſtian Religion with the Diviſion of its 
Profeſſors; who were ſo ſeparate in their 
Opinions, that Mahzmed thought them to 
be no better thani a medley of Fanaticks. 
And that this troubled ſtate of Chri- 
ſtianity was very advantageous to the de- 
ſignes of this greet Deceiver, need not be- 
ſuggeſted to the conſkdering Reader, &c. 
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CHAP. XXIV. 


A further enquiry into the things con- 
ducing to Mahumed's adwance- 
ment, &C. 


T would: be too bold an intruſion into 
the ſecrets of Providence, to enquire 
why God ſhould ſuffer this monſtrous Im- 
poſtor, from ſo contemptible a beginning, 
to grow up to be a ſcourge and diſturber 
of the whole world; which with moſt ſafety 
is to be aſcribed to His Power and Wiſdom, 
who makes the worſt of men ſerviceable 
to his Providence, in making them the Ex- 
ecutioners of his anger, which we may con- 
clude was now fearfully incenſed againſt 
thoſe who had ſo undutifully prevaricated the 
Heavenly Rule of good life, and had no leſs 
violated the unity of the Goſpel by Schiſm, 
through their want of Charity, than they 
had proſtituted the Faith thereof through 
Hereſfie, for lack of Truth. At the firſt 
opening of Mahumediſm, Arabia Felix was 
over-run with all forts -of falſe Religions, 


and the Profeſſors of Chriſtianity were then 
very 
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very negligent in making Proſelytes ; and . 
ſo far from labouring the converſion. of et- 
ther Jew or Pagan to the »-oſ# holy Faith, 
that not a few of them had in effe& re- 
nounced st themſelves; having not onely 
called in queſtion, but flatly denied the 
Divinity of the Son of God: And thoſe who 
were not infe&ted with that damnable He- 
refie, were yet tainted with other Hetero- 
dox'opinions, which made them fo factious 
and unquiet, that they gave occaſion to the 
 Tnfidels to fcoff at them, when they preten- 
ded to be the Subjedts of oe whom they 

{tiled The Prince of Peace. | 
The Emperour Herac/i#s was grown ſu- 
pine and negligent in the affairs of both 
Religion and Empire. He was became alſo 
a mighty favourer of the Jacobites, having 
been ſeduced to that Hereſie by the crafty 
inſinuations of 4thaneſizs their Patriarch. He 
was likewiſe ſo mightily faln ia the eſteem 
of the world, that when he ſent Embaſla- 
dors to make a peace with Choſroe , the 
haughty Infidel treated them much below 
their Character 3 and at laſt diſmiſs'd them 
with this ſcornful anſwer : That unleſs He- 
raclius woxuld renounce the crucifi d Galilean, 
whone he worſhipped as God, and worſhip the 
Sur , he would treat no further with him. 
He was moreover wholly given up to the 
Hereſie of the Monothelites, which ſpruag 
out 
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out of the bitter root of the Jacobites, and 
was the laſt of that long and wicked train 
of Herefies, which upon the contempt of 
the Council of Chalcedor, exceedingly wa- 
ſted and ruined the Eaſt Church. 

Out of this Hereſte of the Mozothelites 


there wereſprung infinite extravagant bran- 


ches, which greatly deformed the Church, 
renting its Unity with manifold Schiſms, 
and wounding its F4zth with as many He- 
refies: And God knows what wonld have 
followed, if the Lord, whom they had won- 
derfully wronged by their wanton and wan- 
dring conceits of him, had not, to ſtop the 
_ courſe and ſtream of their wickedneſs and 
folly, let looſe Mahumediſe to overwheln 
thoſe firſt, who firſt had moſt wrong'd the 
Saviour of the world ; puniſhing by this 
violent and wicked Se&, the finful Diviſions 
of Chriſtians : For we ſee that the Mahy- 
medan Gonquefts at firſt chiefly ſeized on 
thoſe Regzons where Chriſtianity was moſt 
peſtered with Herelies. 

Nor was Heraclizs more remiſs to ſup- 
preſs Factions in the Church, than Diſcon- 
tents in the State ; but by his Exaftions made 


all forts of his Subjects ready to comply 
with any Pretender to free them from their 
preſent preſſure. He had made the Jews 
his implacable Enemies, by his new cruel- 

| | ties 3 
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ties; being grown unmercifully - ſevere a- 
gainſt them, after the Magician had warned 
him to beware of the Circymciſed Nation. 
And as to the Chriſtians, their Inteſtine Di- 
viſions were ſo great and many, and the 
Emperour a Patron of the worſt, that they 
were in the next diſpoſition for a Rebellion. 

And in this troubled junttore of affairs 
Mahumed appeared, promiſing, as ſome ſay, 

to reconcile all differences 1n Religion, 
| and toremove all oppreſſtons in civil Goverx- 
2ent ; pretences not more ſpectous, than 
neceſſary to be made good. But his me- 
thod was very unprobable, while he left all 
to the deciſion of the Sword. And indeed, 
the ſucceſs of his Arms was the chief cauſe 
of the ſpreading of bis Dodrine ; it having 
ever been the condition of the Conquered, 
to follow for the moſt part the Religion of 
the Conquerours. And I cannot but here 
fell the Reader , that the preſent Mahwme- 
dans make the ſucceſ of their Prophets 
Arms, and ſpreading of his Do@rine,the chick, 
proofs and arguments of the truth of his 
Mifſton and Revelations. But enquiring 1n- 
to the cauſes of the enlargement of Mahs- 
mediſm, to thoſe already-mentioned, we 
may adde the Impoſtor's ſtri&t prohibition of 
all Diſputes-concerning his DoCtine, or cal- 
ling any point thereof into queſtion. Next, 
the keeping his Proſelytes in ignorance, by a 


RSA TY , 
ſuppreſlion of the ſtudy of Philoſophy : for 


by putting out this light, he left them deſti- 
tute of all manner of diſcovering the groſaeſs 
and vanity of his Poſttzons. And laſtly,the fen- 
ſual Liberty allow'd by Mabumed,may be due- 
ly accounted among the main caulſegof the 
advancement of his Impoſture : for he did not 
grant his Sectaries only in this life a prodi- 
gions filthineff and carnality, but he promi- 
ſed them the like ia Paradiſe, as I have be- 
fore mentioned : And men ( we know) are 
more allured and perſwaded with ſ{cnſual en- 
joyments, whereof they have certain expe- 
rience, than with the promiſes of ſpiritual 
delights, preſented only to their hopes, and 
for which, preſent and ſenſible pleaſures muſt 
1n the mean time be forſaken. But by what 
means ſoever Mahamediſne was at firſt pra» 
moted, we find a learned perſon upon a di- 


ligent calculation of Mahamedans and Chri- 
{tians, making the former exceed the latter 
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